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Section 1

Wilkinson refers to Denmark as a better country compared to the United States. Denmark is highly ranked as one of the best countries. This is especially in terms of income equality. Denmark is one of the countries where the inequality gap is very low compared to similar developed countries such as the U.S. According to Trueman (2011), Denmark is ranked as one of the world’s free country in terms of economic freedom. People in Denmark are not separated between the rich and the poor. Wilkinson refers to Denmark as the ideal country where dreams can come true(Wilkinson, 2011). However, the U.S has witnessed increased changes in terms of income gaps. The gap between the rich and poor has been rising. Moreover, the U.S has also seen increased taxes and reduced welfare. However, tin Denmark, there is increased welfare including free healthcare as well as free education (Moody,2016). In the U.S, the economic freedom is minimal or reduced compared to Denmark. This means that is it easier to make it in Denmark than compared in America. Additionally, Denmark has reformed its economic laws allowing for increased economic freedom. This has ensured that most employees are paid equally and thee gap between the rich and poor reduced. The citizens of Denmark also have a high trust in their government meaning that about 90% of them participate in the election(Moody, 2016). Nonetheless, in America this is not the real situation. Most people do not trust the government neither the mainstream institutions such as banks and schools. This makes Denmark the ideal country where it is easy to start a business and reap huge benefits compared to the U.S. 

Section 2
Deservedness is a serious issue when it comes to cultural competence. When one is culturally competent means that one is able to recognize the increased diversity of others. This means that a person’s behaviors and attitude are all directed towards appreciating the diversity among different cultures. One of the main issues in terms of cultures is the difference between the poor and the rich. Different stereotypes are used to justify the reasons behind increased differences in cultures. Poor people are often seen and made to believe that they deserve to live and be treated in a certain manner since they are poor. This applies to the concept of deservedness where poor people feel like they deserve all the negative and challenging things that come their way. One of the main issues in deservedness among poor people is the issue of education. Most poor people are always perceived as poor in educational outcomes. This means that most poor people receive reduced opportunities when it comes to education. Moreover, most poor children are likely to be underestimated in most situations based on their status as poor people. Education is one of the main stereotypes that have hindered people from achieving cultural competence. The second stereotype is that mot poor people are lazy and they deserve to be poor. Most Americans believe that being poor is a choice for most people. This means that an individual becomes poor by being lazy and not working hard. Nonetheless, this is not true since most poor people work for longer hours compared to rich people. Again, it is determined that most poor workers spend more hours working than the wealthier or richer counterparts. Another stereotype relates to welfare. Most poor people are believed to have or benefit from increased welfare such as free education and free healthcare. Nonetheless, most poor people stop receiving welfare after one year meaning that welfare does not exclusively benefit the poor. Additionally, most poor parents are believed not to support their children in terms of learning and education. This is not the main ideal as poor parents are keener about their children education compared to richer parents. Being poor are also associated to numerous negative social issues such as the racism. This is because people in America believe that the poor are minorities such as Latinos and African American. This illustrates why most people can achieve cultural competence since they have developed numerous beliefs and understandings about the poor without gathering the real and actual facts. The same case appliesto use and abuse of drugs. Poor people are always regarded as poor in terms of health and use of drugs. The poor are believed to abuse drugs more than their richer counterparts. This includes alcohol consumption in most colleges where the poor are believed to consume more alcohol more than other people. All these issues are fundamental in driving the idea that poor people deserve what they undergo or experience. This means that it is justifiable the manner in which poor people live or exist. Additionally, this kind of mentality or idealism helps to create a gap between the rich and the poor where people share common ideas and issues based on either they are rich or poor. This hinders them from cultural competence based on the idea of deservedness. 

Section 3
In the three articles it is clear that the gap between the rich and the poor is increasing expanding. The main lesson illustrated is that inequality is very high in America and new policies as well as reforms are needed to ensure that all Americans have equal opportunities in life. The articles provide increased information and facts that illustrate how the gap between the rich and the poor has been rising. This illustrates the continued ignorance of issues that really influence the quality of life for most Americans. The main lesson is that current reforms and policies are inadequate or unable to handle current matters (Wilkinson, 2011). This is the main challenge since economic opportunities are constrained to only the few. Most people do not have opportunities to make their lives better. The current economy only favors a few rich people, which increases the gap between the rich and the poor. Society has for long suffered due to bad policies that are designed to favor the rich and disadvantage the poor. These stereotypes have for long hindered the ability to achieve cultural competence where each culture and its beliefs and practices are respected and welcomed. Overall, these articles bring to light what most have ignored and misunderstood. The income gap in America is rising and has risen tremendously signaling increased injustices in society. There is increased need for new reforms as well as policies to increase the economic freedom and opportunities for Americans. 
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