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Intimate Partner Violence
Introduction 
Family aggression is a complicated and persistent activity in many parts of the world. The occurrence of violence leads to the destruction of families, individuals and the society at large. In most countries, intimate partner violence has turned out to be one of the major health and social issues addressed by The World Health Organization (Garcia-Moreno, Claudia, et al). Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) is a harmful and criminal offense behavior that involves abuse either physically, emotionally, sexually or psychologically. The violence can be carried out by a current or former partner with whom the victim shared an intimate relationship. Women are known to be more victimized by their spouses due to their vulnerability. IPV is also termed as women or spousal abuse or the commonly known, domestic violence.
In Canada, IPV is both a health and a social issue that affects a country’s development in many ways. This abusive act has also become one of the major topics of discussion in the world today. Although the topic has been made public by the local activists, some women still hide in shame, from the truth in fear of being threatened by their spouses. There is also an increase in IPV in the remote communities since they follow the traditional values, which do not allow them to discuss their marriage affairs with others. Most analyses show that the violence constitutes a crime under the Criminal Code, and should be reported to the authorities upon occurrence.
There are several features that identify the IPV victims. Such characteristics include; in most reported cases, the victims are violated by their current partner. Most of these victims are either married, dating or have recently broken up with their partners. Moreover, reports show that majority of the victims are female due to their vulnerability. The victims that are often abused are of a young age, say early twenties, and the risk of victimization falls with an increase in age. Additionally, most IPV victims undergo physical battering by their present partners, whereas intimidation is pulled off by a former partner. In most of the rural areas in Canada, assault is more common by both the present and former members. Statistics show that, most cases are from the rural areas rather than the urban towns. Besides being from rural, the victims are known to be violated majorly by their family members, such as through rape, among other violations.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Nearly half of the Canadian women have undergone violence in one way or another. An estimate shows that each year there are records and reports, showing the spousal and dating violence that take place with women in the country (Ansara, Donna L., and Michelle J. Hindin). The women are prone to physical or sexual violence at a very young age. The situation has then moved to murder of at least one out of a hundred women who undergo the various forms of violence. Moreover, the women are prone to the risk of experiencing elder abuse from one of their family members. Stalking, public harassments and online threats are some of the major problems that most women have to face in their daily activities. It is no longer safe for a woman to walk around at night, in fear that she might be kidnapped or raped by a man. This has brought a lot of insecurities in the society, since very few people work to promote the safety of women. 
Children are also affected when women are exposed to this violence. When the mothers are killed in violence the infants and children are left all alone to make it through life. For example, a case where the father caused the violence, he will be arrested, leaving the children out in the streets without any one to care for them. Violence done to women such as sexual assaults may lead to the contraction of various diseases such as HIV, increasing the families’ expenses to treat them (Ansara, Donna L., and Michelle J. Hindin). Therefore, the government should establish laws that protect the women against the violence to ensure a safe living environment for everyone. 
Sociological Explanations for IPV
After research was carried out, several theories were discovered that explained the sociological reasons for the rise of Intimate Partner Violation. The resource theory of domestic violence has contributed majorly to the increased violations. The theory holds that, the more assets; whether private, social or financial; a person commands hence the more the authority he or she can call on. Therefore, the person who is wealthy and has all these resources will not be required to apply force so as to get what he or she wants. On the other hand, people with little education, low income and poor skills will tend to use violence, to dominate and compensate for their lack of resources. The theory further explains that families living beneath the poverty line have a higher chance of marital brutality (Dutton, Donald G). Physical assaults on women tend to happen more in the poor households than the rich. Moreover, the economically depressed communities get little or no police notification, attention or documentation, hence increasing the degree of risks for violence.
The general system theory approach is another sociological explanation as to why there is increase in IPV. Violence in this case, is viewed as a system instead of an outcome from a person’s mental illness. The system operates at all levels, that is, family, individual or society. The violence might have been learnt during childhood and is assumed to generate or produce positive results. Through the cultural and social interactions in the traditional methods, the individual is appraised by the community even after doing some violent activities on any woman. This is termed as his pride, which everyone takes merry in. Furthermore, the family violence theory is also applicable in the explanation for IPV’s happening. In this theory, IPV is viewed as a manifestation of conflict among the family members which are understood better through the analysis of social arrangements which contribute to the use of violence. Poverty in families may also cause violence in families. 
There are beliefs that the feminist theory works to protect and promote the preeminence of women over men which also contributes majorly to violence in the society. The feminist theory views the intimate partner violence as a face of gender-based supremacy of women by men (Romans, Sarah, et al). This, therefore, acts as a threat to most men. Instead of understanding the theory as a method of eradicating inequalities, injustices and the oppression of women and girls, people, especially men rush into making judgments about its objectives. Therefore, this yields a conflict between the male and the female genders, hence resulting to violence.
Conclusion
Intimate partner violence has very complicated causes. The imbalanced situation of women in the society and in specific relationships and the frequent application of violence in conflict contribute majorly to IPV’s development. Women are often used as tools for men to measure their level of power contrary to the women who have lesser power.   Due to the low status in women, they often lack economic and social capabilities to walk out of an abusive relationship, return to their homes or start a new life alone, in order to protect themselves against the abuser. Most women are also denied the access to vie for a divorce. However, with the new developments, there have been established women empowerment rights which protect them against this sort of violence. Intimate partner violence has reduced drastically over the past few years, in Canada, due to the enforcement of laws that protect the women. The establishment of financial freedom movement s for women and the increased emphasis on social equalityhas empowered women to leave all the offensive relationships at quite an early stage. Public awareness for women rights and increased management programs for the violent men also work in handy to protect the women and children that face these challenges. In some parts of the country, laws against domestic violence have also been established to protect women and children. It is, therefore, every individual’s responsibility to uphold the human rights for all thus ensuring peace, harmony and the eradication of violence in both the family and the society at large.







Works cited
Ansara, Donna L., and Michelle J. Hindin. "Formal and informal help-seeking associated with women's and men's experiences of intimate partner violence in Canada." Social science & medicine 70.7 (2010): 1011-1018.
Ansara, Donna L., and Michelle J. Hindin. "Exploring gender differences in the patterns of intimate partner violence in Canada: a latent class approach." Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health (2009): jech-2009.
Dutton, Donald G. Rethinking domestic violence.UBC Press, 2011.
Garcia-Moreno, Claudia, et al. "Prevalence of intimate partner violence: findings from the WHO multi-country study on women's health and domestic violence." The Lancet 368.9543 (2006): 1260-1269.
Romans, Sarah, et al. "Who is most at risk for intimate partner violence? A Canadian population-based study."Journal of interpersonal violence 22.12 (2007): 1495-1514.



