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Gish Jen’s “Who’s Irish” is a story of gaps and assimilation as people try to adjust to the present condition while at the same time attempting to hold on to their origin and identity. It is the story of an old Chinese woman and the experiences she has while interacting with her daughter, granddaughter, Irish in-laws, and the general American population. Through her experiences, the reader establishes the cultural gaps in existence as the grandmother grapples with the idea of becoming Americanized. She is afraid that her daughter has forgotten her Chinese heritage and is bringing her granddaughter in an American manner which according to her is “Wild” (105). It is through this gaps that the author explores the theme of assimilation and adjustment as the emigrants are presented with situations that require them to change their world views and way of doing things in order to survive in the American culture. On this note, this paper examines the cultural, economic, and racial gaps among the characters and the manner in which the author uses characterization, the point of view, as well as contrast and comparison to develop the theme of assimilation.
Characterization in the short story contributes significantly to the development of the theme of assimilation. On this note, Jen ensures that the characters in the narrative have different origins. The older generation, represented by Besse and grandmother are pure breeds [Irish and Chinese respectively]. However, they immigrated to America whose culture is entirely different, and as a result, they have no choice but to learn their language and culture. Jen ensures that the story is told from a first person point of view, and in so doing the reader gets to see and hear things from the objective voice of the elderly woman. 
She has stayed long enough in America to learn the English language which, as would be expected, is not very perfect, but is good enough to get the message home. This comes out clearly from the opening paragraph where grandmother says “I am work hard my whole life, and fierce besides” (105). This word choice and sentence structure are enough proof that English is not the speaker’s first language. At the same time, the author chooses to have the narrative revolve around a mixed family – the husband is Irish [John], the wife is Chinese [Natalie], and their daughter is brown [Sopphie]. The purpose of bringing this family in the picture is to show that although the native Irish and Chines have held prejudicial and stereotypical views of each other for years, the younger generation either born or brought up in America have become so assimilated into the civilized American culture that they do not let the prejudice and stereotypes bar them from becoming a family. 
The author compares and contrasts the cultures present in the narrative; these include the American, Irish, and Chinese cultures whose ways of life differ significantly. The speaker says that the Irish are not as hardworking as the Chinese and the Americans are very creative. The fact that John, an Irish looks for a job means that he is adjusting. The fact that grandmother has to do what her daughter says shows some adjustment because in China the parent does not do the daughter’s bidding.
Therefore, through characterization, the point of view, as well as comparing and contrasting Jen is able to convey the narrative's theme of assimilation. The characters have no choice but to change and adapt to the new culture whereas those born in America are already Americanized and have little or no ties to their native cultures.
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