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How Agriculture Affected Societies
Introduction
Agricultural practices changed after 800 A.D which brought a lot of improvement in the rural lives of people in Europe. The peasant farmers were able to become free farmers with fewer obligations to the landlords and the severe effects of manorialism decreased. The lords increased their standards by making the farmers pay higher taxes and rent for ownership of the land (Spielvogel, Jackson J, 156). The effects of the peasants owning land and the Lords increasing rates and rent brought about the war between the two which lasted from the middle Ages to the 19th Century. The peasants believed they had the traditional and natural right to own land that was free from taxation. Ownership of land also increased agricultural activities which improved the lives of the Western peasants. However, the agricultural practices did not use advanced technology as compared to what was being used in East Asia.
Improvement in agriculture in this time period increased and led to massive changes in the economic lives of the medieval. Agriculture led to the growth of urban areas and increase in manufacturing and commercial activities. Moreover, land ownership and more agriculture led to increasing trade which increased the flow of money in the societies of Europe. The flow of money brought about the banking system which was first introduced by the Italian businessmen ("Economy and Society in the Postclassical Centuries", n.p). The countries of Europe such as Germany, Britain, France and Italy preferred involving in trade which led to capitalism. Social classes arose as the peasant farmers were different from the businessmen who traded for money.
Also, the clearing of land ownership led to the use of the new technique to improve the productivity of the farmers. Higher productivity improved the food production which increased the population of people in Europe and increased the economic freedom of the people. From 1000 to 1350 the agriculture changed and the farmers used more tools, for example, the plows and methods of harnessing the animal power that enabled the farmers to work on the dense soils employing less labor. Additionally, they introduced three field systems that replaced the two field crop rotation. Moreover, in the 12th century, they introduced devices that were energy producing since the manufacturing industry had become developed. This increased productivity which improved the lives of Europeans as they had started having better diets, lived longer and increased in population (H. Von Laue, Theodore et al., 489). Better diet improved women's health and their survival during childbearing. In most regions, the population tripled.  The increase in food production and overpopulation led to people devoting their energy to art and trade instead of the subsistence agriculture. Therefore, a rapid growth in industrialization and urbanization grew in Europe. More markets towns and cities grew (Wallerstein, Immanuel Maurice, 234). The people from towns bought food and raw materials for their industries from the suppliers in the rural areas.
However, in the late middle ages, Europe got into a crisis due to climate changes, famine and a decline in agricultural activities (Pfister, C and R Brazdil, 120). Though agriculture had increased during the middle age, population increase exceeded the agricultural activities. Additionally, the growth of industrialization led to increasing use of fossil fuels which increased the pollution of the environment, therefore, changing the climate of Europe. The average temperatures cooled therefore shortened the growing seasons. The rainfall patterns changed drastically with more storms and more rainy seasons and floods which made agriculture become unsustainable and the productivity of Europe decreased significantly. The increase in the new technique of farming had also led to soil exhaustion and the decline in productivity. All these factors led to famine during the 1300s. Famine led to mass starvation in Europe during 1305- 1322 ("The Late Middle Ages", n.p). The seasons of spring and summer had floods and winter was too cold for the growth of crops, therefore, the farmers had no surplus to food to sell to the markets. The changes in food productivity and climate led to diseases that destroyed the livestock in Europe. Thousands of people in this period died of starvation and the population was still higher than the agricultural activities. The famine in this period affected both rich and poor. The crisis affected the towns more than the villages since in the sanitation of the urban area was poor due to lack of drainage which led to the spread of epidemics such as the Black Death which led to the death of half the population. Moreover, the decline in agriculture led to war as countries like France and England refused to pay off loans (H. Steckel, Richard, n.p).
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, agriculture contributed a lot to the growth of the industrialization and the economic activities experienced in the modern day world such as banking. Through agriculture, machinery was developed and social classes grew as people lived in different areas such as towns and cities. The concepts of taxation and rent developed through the ownership of land by the peasant farmers as the Lords charged the farmers for the land. However, the growth in agricultural activities had negative effects such as the increase in population and pollution that affect the economy and led to the death of millions in Europe at the age of the monarchy.
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