Psych 220
Research Paper

Due the day of our Final Exam

Specifications:  3-4 pages (anything over is fine, but please no more than 10). 3 primary sources.  12 pt font with 1” margins.  Double spacing shouldn’t be extreme, don’t try to cut corners.  Attempt APA style, you won’t be graded on your APA style….but attempt it, you will need to know it for nearly any science writing.  Here is a good website to help you learn it if you’ve never used it.  They have example papers and everything whose style you can copy.   (I will not accept the paper if you don’t attempt APA style)  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
The Paper:


For this paper I want you to research any topic in Personality that interests you.  You can literally pick anything you want to research as long as it’s related back to Personality Psychology
Basic Format:


You can feel free to stray from this basic format, but this is just to help for people who may be lost in how to structure a research review paper.  

Introduction – what is the question you are asking and what do you already know about it…or think you know about it?

The Body – take a paragraph or two to discuss each of your sources, and how they help to answer your research question separately

Nearing the conclusion – How does the research you found tie together to complement each other to answer your question.  Additionally, do the articles contradict each other at all?

Conclusion – what did you find, what questions do you still have that are left unanswered.  And what’s the next step you would take if you could ask another question on the topic

References – in APA style

Places to look for research:

http://library.hunter.cuny.edu/

your library is amazing.  Use it!  Librarians are also amazing, use them….but politely! 

http://scholar.google.com 


if you use this search engine from a Hunter College internet connection, they should tell you on the side bar of the search which articles Hunter College has full access to for free! 

Acceptable types of sources:  


Research articles


Books/Articles by trustworthy authors (are they trained in science, or do they have direct experience?)


Interviews with primary sources (for example, interviewing a psychoanalyst doing research on your question)

Not sure if your research question is okay?  Email me!  Need help? Email me!  Trouble finding sources, Email me!

hkincaid@hunter.cuny.edu  

