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History of News
How Does the Electoral College Work? Source (http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/09/us/politics/how-does-the-electoral-college-work.html)
The U.S elections have changed dramatically over the centuries. How people voted in the 1800s is not the same as how they vote today. Nonetheless, the same system or rules were used in the past as they are used today. This is particularly in terms of the Electoral College. Americans in the 1800s also relied on electoral colleges to determine or elect the president of the United States. In this article, Bromwich illustrates how the Electoral College works. When people go to vote, they do not directly vote for their preferred presidential candidates (Bromwich, 2016). They basically vote for a number of electors who are recognized and identified at the state level. When a candidate in each state wins the popular vote, their party chooses certain people to cast the last vote on who is to become the president at a later date than that of the election date. This means that their final decision determines the next president of the United States. 
The main difference in history is that even if a candidate had won the overall popular vote in America, the Electoral College could reverse the votes and put in a new president. This specifically occurred in 1824 when presidential candidate Jackson won the popular vote by 43% compared to Adams’ 30% but ended up losing the presidency after the Electoral College formed an alliance and voted in favor of Adams (Bromwich, 2016). Today, the Electoral College does not have any forms of coalitions where members of the college can form coalition and vote for another candidate other than their party’s candidate. The level of loyalty and commitment in today’s elections ensures that whoever wins the popular vote is voted president by the Electoral College (Bromwich, 2016). However, in 1824, there was the ability to form coalitions and reverse the popular vote by taking in individual interests over those of America voters. 
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