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Bill of Rights Paper (History 101)
The bill of rights has been in existence for over 100 years and directly impacts every American in their daily lives. The bill of rights includes ten amendments that are listed as the first items in the Constitution. These bills of rights ensure the rights of individuals and what government cannot do or infringe on these rights. The following paper aims at discussing the bill of rights in terms of its importance, its effects, use and misuse among others. 
The bill of rights refers to what the people or individuals in a country are allowed to against every organization or government on earth (American Civil Liberties Union Foundation, 2016). This means that the rights included in the bill protect the people from any governmental interference such as the right to keep and bear arms. The bill of rights was stimulated by the founding fathers in the 1790s during the presidency of Jefferson and drafted by James Madison (American Civil Liberties Union Foundation, 2016). The bill was later voted into the constitution in 1791 after 13 states voted for the bill of rights. The motivation behind the development of the bill of rights was meant to balance the government’s control over its citizen’s and people. A constitution without a bill of rights is rather challenging since it does not stipulate what the government cannot do to its citizens. The founding father included numerous rights with the aim of protecting ordinary citizens. These rights included the freedom of religion allowing people to feel free to join any religion (American Civil Liberties Union Foundation, 2016). It also included the right to free speech, assembly, petition, and press. The founding fathers also included the right to due process of law as well as equality before the law despite one’s social status. These rights ensured that people could do certain things without being compelled or restricted by government law or its institutions. This enabled most Americans to live better lives. Nonetheless, the bill of rights had minimal effect on Native Americans and enslaved African Americans since the rights and American constitution encouraged racial subordination (American Civil Liberties Union Foundation, 2016). 
The bill of rights is important in today’s modern society as it allows the ordinary citizen to live a free life without government intervention or coercion. These rights enable Americans to conduct their businesses and daily lives freely without government intervention. Without the bill of rights, the government would control almost every aspect of its citizen’s life. Today, the world is more complex and people need these rights to live better lives. Some of the examples of its use is the freedom of speech as well as that of keeping and having arms for personal security. Americans are still allowed to buy and keep guns for their personal security. Although this right has been amended and tightened over the years, Americans are still allowed to keep guns. Additionally, the bill of rights has also been misused especially in the 20th century where courts have failed to implement the right in a number of occasions. In the 19th century, racial segregation was widely visible in the judicial system with immigrants being arrested and deported for their political views (American Civil Liberties Union Foundation, 2016). 
In conclusion, the bill of rights is what enables citizens to be free of government intervention. This means that if there are no such rights, the government would control its citizens by all means and lengths. However, the bill of rights ensures that the government cannot interfere with certain rights of the people.    
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