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Creativity
Creativity refers to the nature of establishing something new, probably a new idea. According to Steven Johnson, ideas are not created in isolation from the world but rather ideas are an answer to observed needs(Johnson). He gives an example of the baby unit that was built from car parts to provide units, for communities in Africa that can be fixed using the public knowledge and information without having to learn new skills. Steven also says that creativity is also built on other peoples’ ideas. He relates this to the light build, a sequence of inventions where each building was constructed based on previous ideas from different persons, yet, in the end, the last person gets the credit for its completion. The brain is treated as a network of ideas, therefore, when the ideas are created, a new system is developed and later on established to enhance performance. Therefore, when there are bigger gaps in the networks, it means that the most significant ideas have been created, and huge risks will be encountered during the establishment of these ideas.
The Role of Networking in Generating Creativity
Networking is the linking or interaction with other people to interchange knowledge and information and thus develop contacts to enhance one’s individual skills. Networking is essential and plays a significant role in generating new ideas. First, through socializing, you will be able to make new friends who will help yield new ideas. To be creative and innovative, you should learn to make new friends and interact with them to get their view about various issues thus the creation of new ideas.
Moreover, one should take part in observation sessions. When interacting with people, you get to observe the way they do things and handle their day to day activities. This, therefore, stimulates your brain to think in various ways which lead to the creation of new ideas
Besides, reading more books will help in generating creativity. Through interactions with people, you get to learn more about acquiring knowledge from various books. This creates an interest in reading books, and therefore you tend to make time for reading more books thus expanding one’s way of thinking.
Random surfing of the web also contributes to the generation of new ideas. As you interact with friends through facebook, twitter, and other online means, you can visit the Google website and breed new ideas with unexpected learning, probably a topic you had heard earlier from someone and did not understand.
The use of structured exercises will also produce creativity. Engage with a partner and carry out simple tasks such as twenty ideas on a chosen topic. This will help jog your mind thus leading to the creation and innovation of new ideas.
Creativity and Innovation
Does creativity help drive innovation? Certainly, it does. Creativity is the establishment of a new scheme whereas innovation is using that new idea to heighten the performance of a process or organization. In an example where you come up with a business idea such as selling food stuff in an institute without a canteen to generate income, then once the project is approved and the business is set up, more development will be experienced in the Institute leading to an increase in its financial performance. Therefore, creativity is indeed a drive towards innovation.
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