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Argumentative Comparison Essay
The American education system has proved to be a failure as most Americans are still illiterate. This is in terms of knowledge, reading, and even writing. However, the education system is not the only solution for one to become literate and have the ability to read and write. The following paper aims at comparing two separate cases of two individuals who underwent different experiences in self-education and compare their similarities and differences. Malcolm X offers an account of how he learnt or become literate by reading books while in prison while Michael Moore offers his experience in the American school system and critiques the system and what it has become. The  American education system and alarming levels of illiteracy boil down to three major facts including; the system is not designed to make student literate, for one to truly become educated and literate they have to read, and student’s in the system must learn how to overcome the culture of public school systems to truly become empowered. 
The American education system is full of failures from reduced funding for libraries, misaligned educational goals & content, legislation, and shortage of resources. The American educational system suffers from reduced number of libraries which play a significant role in enabling student’s to read and acquire knowledge. Moore argues that the Nixon administration began the trend of declining school libraries after altering federal education funds into block funds allowing states to spend the funds as they chose, and minimal states choose to invest in libraries. After Malcolm X served in prison for seven years, he claimed that his “alma mater was books, a good library” (197). Additionally, most schools or courses do not offer important topics or content in schools. Moore laments that it is still clear that no top university such as Harvard requires students to take up an American history course for them to graduate (4). In contrast, Malcolm had to learn himself about the African American history through reading books. America is also plagued by increased lack of educational resources. As Malcolm explains, the prison library had a large collection of books due to Pankhurst financial abilities and special interest in collecting books and believed that any college library would be fortunate to get such a collection (Malcolm 191). In comparison, Moore claims at almost 10% of public schools receive 25% more enrollments than their permanent building can handle (Moore 8). Overall, the education system in America is plagued with increased challenges. 
To overcome the illiteracy levels in America people should turn to reading, from home, libraries, or when travelling, much of the knowledge needed is in books. Attending school is not a sure way of becoming literate such as learning to read and write or understanding the history of America. Malcolm X believed he was in control of his life as a hustler before being prisoned. However, he discovered he was very illiterate as he could not read or write letters to his Muslim teacher (Malcolm 190). However, he turned to the dictionary after attempting to read books, which did not make any sense (Malcolm 190). Malcolm wrote down all the words in the dictionary and loudly repeated them without any teacher or coach. Later, Malcolm turned to be one of the most educated and knowledgeable leaders in the African American community. In comparison, Moore pays increased respect to his parents for teaching him how to read and write by the age of four (Moore 4). He was so literate and self-motivated and lost interest in school at first grade even being recommended to be promoted to second grade within two months of first grade (Moore 4). Reading is a powerful tool that enables students to conduct research especially when it is done individually. The ability to access numerous types of information is important in ensuring that one can solve numerous challenges in their future. Malcolm believed that he would not have been able to learn all what he learnt in prison if he didn’t read or went to college and not prison (Malcolm 191). 
Last, but not least, students, must learn how to overcome the school systems to truly become empowered by learning how to get by school. The American public school system is rather frustrating for most students as there is limited freedom or autonomy. Moore given an account of his frustrations in trying to start a school magazine, but it ended being shut down each time (Moore 15). This tends to kill creativity and a holistic learning experience. Even Malcolm agrees that this is the case as he notes that “…Biggest problems with colleges is there are too many distractions…panty-raiding, fraternities, and boola-boola” (197). Moore encourages students to have fun in their school years by becoming creative through writing newspapers for schools, starting clubs, and identify the rules and how to avoid getting into needless trouble. 
In conclusion, the American education system and alarming levels of illiteracy can be explained in three main points; the system is not designed to make student literate, for one to truly become educated and literate they have to read, and students in the system must learn how to overcome the culture of public school systems to truly become empowered. 
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