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Is it ever Permissible to Torture a Person?
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Is it ever permissible to torture a person?

Torture is an act that involves inflicting pain on someone as a form of punitive measure aimed at forcing the victim to divulge some form of information. The question on whether torture is permissible is a very contentious one, and it depends on whether the end justifies the means.
Therefore, it implies that, torture can be permissible under special circumstances where the act of inflicting excruciating pain on a victim is the only means necessary for the greater good. However, the torture of a person who is not affiliated or in the case of mistaken identity is utterly unacceptable because it violates the human rights as well as the morals of a given society. The whole purpose of invoking torture to any person is to retrieve access of information that is considered urgent and very important. For instance, torture is justified, in many cases, where an enemy is captured and the enemy is withholding valuable information that would be used to save many innocent lives.This special circumstance is often associated with terrorism cases. 
Terrorists use unconventional means to advance their agenda, which includes carrying out attacks on innocent people as well as executing a people for the wrongs purported to be done by a country that the victim comes from. This unconventional means used by terrorist do not require a court of law in order to make the decision, but they apply unorthodox means to justify their actions. Torture can be permissible to such people because their belief is that, the only way to get justice is through unconventional ways (Zamir & Medina, 2010).
Terrorists should be subjected to torture in a circumstance where intelligence has it that a particular person is aware or directly involved with an act that would cause mass murder. Although the organ responsible for the apprehension of such people must provide sufficient knowledge that indeed a victim of torture possesses information that would otherwise save many lives, in the end. It is totally incorrect to insinuate that torture has a negative effect on the society and people would become extremely violent amidst permissibility of torture acts on people. When looking at a broader sense of circumstances that require torture, the morality of the act is justifiable because the whole intention is not to harm an innocent person but to save as many lives as possible. Torture can be a very powerful tool used to obtain intelligence of any form and a government cannot be held responsible of subjecting their citizens to torture when the intention is justified and monitored through various institutions that validate the act of invoking excessive pain to a person (Hardy, 2015).
Based on the above arguments torture is permissible only when the act is meant to save innocent lives. The individuals who are subjected to torture or the normal court of law cannot release such information since they are devoted to ensure that their mission is accomplished no matter the situation. There are several reasons that do not permit torture, which range from morality and human rights, but this does not justify one not to practice torture. For instance,what should happen in the event that that the intelligence is certain and the greater good is to save thousands or millions of people? The moral obligation to save a large number of people through torturing one person is completely justified; hence, permissible under special circumstances that are monitored through various agencies (Sarat & Hussain, 2010).
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