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Compare-Contras Essay On William Stafford And Randall Jarrell  
William Stafford and Randall Jarrell are renowned American writers who wrote some of the best literature during their times. Although they were born in different cities, at different times but the same year, and educated in different schools, their prowess in writing poems, short stories, and critiques is a thing to reckon with. Both of them wrote and published any literary works whose relevance was of great importance to the audience of that time and indeed had an impact on the contemporary readership. Therefore, the two writers were not entirely similar, and neither were they completely different from each other. In other words, there are some aspects that were common for both and others that were only unique to one and not the other. On this note, this paper briefly compares and contrasts the two writers William Stafford, and Randall Jarrell to analyze how they differed and resembled each other.
The two of them were born in the same year and the same era. On this note, a brief biographical note on the writers reveals that Stafford was born in Hutchinson, Kansas on 17th January 1914 (Poets.org Np). On the other hand, Jarrell was born on 6th May 1914 as well (Poet.org Np). According to Tom Andrews and based on the years that these authors were born, the scholar argues that attending to chronology shows that both writers are “members of the tragic generation of American Poets” that saw the suicides of many poets including John Berryman and Weldon Kees (147). Jarrell himself did attempt suicide by slashing his wrist after suffering from serious depression, but there is no record of Stafford ever having such an account (Poetry.org Np)
 
Judging from the collections of their literary works, the reader can see that Randall Jarrell is more of a critic while William Stafford is more of an ordinary poet who gives an account of the events of everyday life. Jarrell appears to be a man who has read something that he has in the process loved or hated, and that has baffled him enough to warrant his opinion which he gives with a passion. It is stated that although Jarrell’s mentor, fellow poets and classmates such as John Crowe Ransom, Robert Penn Warren were poetic critics associated with the 1920’s Fugitive group of writers in Nashville, he showed less interest in the southern cultural and political ideas or Fugitive ideas (Illinois.edu Np). His overall language in his works is humorous just like in some of Stafford’s works. It is surreal and apocalyptic in nature. His poems about war and the army as accumulated in his 1948 book called “Losses” and the earlier 1945 book title “Little Friend Little Friend” (Cited in Illinois.edu Np) the poet gives a vivid and passionate opinion of what he feels and thinks in regards to war and life in the army. He is critical but humorous too. On the other hand, Stafford appears like an ordinary poet recounting the events of everyday life. His language is clear, idiomatic, and metaphorical, yet follows a slow, contemplative tone that makes the language sound a little nervous. He maintains a consistent vision and voice in nearly all his works to the extent that Judith Kitchen argues that this consistency makes it hard to tell the poems in the collection titled “An Oregon Message” from the ones that appeared over two decades ago in “West of Your City” (408). In other words, Stafford’s works have a mix and match quality that sees images, words, ideas and phrases repeated in various poems, and works of prose. 


In an “An Oregon Message,” Stafford blends the nostalgic, prophetic and humorous all together as he remembers when they first moved to Oregon. In the process, this reveals a more didactic Stafford. The voices in both Jarrell’s and Stafford’s works are closely related but also exhibit some slight differences. On this note, it is Andrews notes that the range of Jarrell’s voice is narrow just like that of Stafford. However, Stafford’s shows a less variation of tone which is often nostalgic (47). The voice is not critical as is the case with Jarrell’s in works such as the poem “Death of the Ball Turret Gunner.” This is a 1945 five-lined poem where speaker [presumably a young soldier] dies during the war and his blood washed off with a hose. These lines are few and on the surface may appear to be simple but behind them lies a more profound meaning. The poet is critical of the events that happen and the way that the tragic death of a young soul is treated. It makes the reader feel that those never involved really cared, but then again, it is not clear because the speaker does not diverge this information but leaves the reader to judge. By telling the audience that “when I died they washed me out of the turret with a hose” (Line 5), anger and reproach sets in in the mind of the reader. The poet’s intention is to criticize the many deaths of innocent people and how these deaths are treated like some irrelevant dust that needs to be washed off.
Therefore, one can derive some similarities in the language and tone used by the two poets born during the same era. However, although William Stafford addresses the more ordinary everyday life events such as moving from one place to the other, Randall Jarrell addresses or rather criticizes complex issues that affect the livelihood of the nation and the world in general.
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