The West in the Modern World

(Sections 4005/5002/6001)

Essay #2 topic:

While not conveniently fitting into an easily identifiable label, the period between 1850 and 1950 encompassed some of the most dramatic changes in the history of humankind. It was a period of exponential growth in scientific knowledge that improved the lives of average citizens and killed them more efficiently, a period of progressive reforms and scientific racism, a period of imperial expansion and collapse. Describe and explain how social, political, and economic concepts such as modernity, progress, and civilization were sources of debate and conflict across the world during this critical century. 
Guidance:

Writing about history requires building—and sustaining—an argument. Your essay must have a clear argument (position, point of view, thesis, assertion) supported by relevant information found in the course readings and presented during course lectures. Your essay must have a definite introduction and conclusion, be written persuasively and coherently, and employ specific detail. Prepare a draft outline before you start writing your essay . . . this helps a great deal! Write boldly! Do not let quotations speak for you—express your thoughts in your own words; do not merely regurgitate what someone else thinks! Your essay should express your thoughts, rather than simply paraphrase information or interpretations found in your source materials.

Your essay will be graded on organization, cogency of argument, and grammar. I am well aware this is a history course and not an English class and that most of you are STEM majors.

However, if you cannot convey your thoughts clearly, you cannot expect the “A” grade.

Proofread your papers carefully and double-check your spelling—spellcheck programs do not catch everything!

Additional tips on style will be posted on the course’s Blackboard page.

Requirements:

Length: No less than 1600 words and no more than 2000 words (roughly 6-8 pages).

Format: Typed, double-spaced, in Times New Roman, 12 pt. font, with 1” margins all around and pages numbered. You must include a word count. (See sample format guide on BB.)

Citations: As a rule, historians rely on the Chicago Manual of Style (CMS) as the appropriate format for citations in papers, and I expect you to use it in this course. Guides on style and citation format will be provided via the course’s Blackboard page. Make sure you refer to them.

Citation managers are very helpful (e.g., Zotero), but you must ensure they provide the proper (CMS) format.

Note: No online sources are permitted, unless they are from reputable academic sources. If you have a question about a specific online source, please ask me.

Submission: Submit your paper to SafeAssign by uploading a Word file on BB. Use the follow

naming convention for the file.
