[bookmark: _GoBack]Pick two (2) of the following four (4) prompts and write no more than two pages for your answer.  Be sure to demonstrate clear knowledge of sociological terminology and concepts.  Do not repeat or summarize textual material.  Do not use unassigned readings.  Make sure your writing is clear, cogent and well edited.  Be sure to provide the number of the prompt at the beginning of your essay so that I know which question you are answering. As such there is not need to summarize any of the readings or use additional unassigned textual materials other than what is specifically requested in the prompt. Be sure to edit your written work carefully. Finally, remember to print, staple and turn in your backed up work at the time of the exam.


 
Prompt (1):  Pick five concepts that you learned about in this course and explain how and why they are important to your sociological understanding of American society and its problems.  Be sure to clearly define each and show how they relate to explaining key issues.

Strengths and weaknesses of American health care delivery
Causes of health care price inflation /high cost
Single payer vs market place ‘health care as commodity’ model
Core public health indicators: longevity, birthweight, infant mortality, incidence of heart disease:             how does the USA stack up against other nations?
Affordable Care Act: core provisions
Cherry picking
Medicare, Medicaid
Transformation of business model of hospitals from 1970 to 1990
Functionalist vs conflict views of the American family
Nuclear vs extended family structures
No fault divorce
relationship centered marriage
monogamy, polygamy, serial monogamy
feminist discussion of family and family roles
blended families
labor force participation of women and impact on family
Gay marriages and families
Two narratives of American education and stratification
Bowles and Gintis analysis
Peculiarities of American education
Credentialism
Standardized testing: problems and controversies
Common core
No child left behind—race to the top
Mass higher education and relation to “achievement” and “success”
Student loan debt and college price inflation
Capitalism: Keynsian vs neo-liberal
Definition of capitalism
Dominant narrative of capitalism vs the Marxist critique
Glass-Stegal act
Ford’s concept of the ‘living wage’
How the US stands in relation to other countries in terms of wages, vacations, benefits
The corporation as “psychopath”
Fork in the road: disappearance of the liberal center and polarization to left and right “populism”
“State”
Power and authority and “rights”
Dicatatorship and democracy: Interest groups vs class domination: pluralism vs single class ‘dictatorship’ of power
Religion: Marx/Weber/Durkheim’s main insights
Sacred and profane
Animism, polytheism, ethicalism, monotheism
Secularism and secularization
Religiousity
Fundamentalism
Cults, sects, congregations, churches
Christian right evangelicalism and the culture wars
Science as a social institution
Normal vs revolutionary science and ‘paradigms’
Scientific vs religious truth---the scientific revolution following the age of reason
The popular rejection of science
Science as corporate business
Science and the remaking of life: gmo’s, genomes, eugenics, climate change
Social change through social movements
Conflict and post-modern orientations for understanding movements: class vs identity politics
“premodern” “modern” and “postmodern” socieities
Pre and post social media: grassroots organizing, organization building and campaigns
Liberalism, conservatism, radicalism and capitalism

 
Prompt (2): Watch the video Sick around the world and reflect on what we in the USA can learn from the various health care delivery systems discussed in the documentary.  Write a reaction essay from the standpoint of a five point proposal for change to our current system based on what you think should be done.
 
Prompt (3): Socioeconomic status or “SES” appears to play a powerful causal role in educational and health outcomes: the higher the SES the likelier individuals will be well educated, have fewer illnesses, live longer and be happier.  So explain precisely what SES is and how you think it causes these effects.
 
Prompt (4): Capitalism as an economic system shapes every aspect of our social and cultural lives.  Based on your reading, reflection and class discussions briefly present the pro and con ‘narrative’ about capitalism and give your opinion as to where you stand and why?
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