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This assignment provides you with an opportunity to prepare a feature story on an organization or item of importance to you.
A news story can be hard, chronicling as concisely as possible the who, what, where, when, why and how of an event.  Or it can be soft, standing back to examine the people, places and things that shape the world, nation or community.  Hard news events-­‐-­‐such as the death of a famous public figure or the plans of city council to raise taxes-­‐-­‐affect many people, and the primary job of the media is to report them as they happen.

Soft news, such as the popularity of tattooing among athletes or growing interest in perennial gardening, is also reported by the media. Feature stories are often written on these soft news events.

Features are not meant to deliver the “news” firsthand. They do contain elements of news, but their main function is to humanize, to add colour, to educate, to entertain, to illuminate. They often recap major news that was reported in a previous news cycle. Features often:
· profile people who make the news
· explain events that move or shape the news
· analyze what is happening in the world, nation or community
· teach an audience how to do something
· suggest better ways to live
· examine trends
· entertain.
For this assignment, prepare a 1000-1200 word feature for a topic of your choice. You need to research and target a publication that might be interested in publishing your story, so rather than a hard word count guideline, I want you to find out what the length guideline of your target publication is.  This is an ideal opportunity to demonstrate your advanced writing and design ability in your portfolio. Consult the PRW text (Chapter 8) for additional guidance.

Your work will be assessed based on sound structure and organization, an attention-getting headline, strength of your lead, use of quotes, good design, proper CP style, grammar and mechanics.  See attached rubric.  

To do well in this assignment, demonstrate you have given thoughtful consideration to:
· Structure and organization.  The structure and organization of your feature should follow an appropriate format.  Have you included human interest?  Provided a blend of facts and storytelling?  It should be clear and easy to follow.
· Headline.  Does your headline attract attention to the story, and identify the news point of the story?  Is it positive and specific?  Use strong, active verbs and short, simple words?
· Lead & opening paragraphs. Does the lead draw in the reader?  Make them want to read more? Is it intriguing and memorable? Does it include a clear angle?
· Quotations.  Have you incorporated quotes effectively into the feature?    Are the quotes you are using meaningful -­‐-­‐ do they help support the story?
· Design.  Have you given thought to effective design?  Considered and/or included sidebars and pull quotes to help important information stand out?
· Grammar and mechanics.  Is your work error free?   Are rules of CP style, grammar, usage and punctuation followed?  Is your language clear and precise, with excellent sentence structure?
· 
	   Criteria
	For Full Marks:
	

	Planning 
	Objective and target publication are clear and demonstrate advance preparation. The focus of the story clearly reflects the objective and target audience.  
	

5

	Format
	CP or APA Style followed carefully. 1.5 or double spaced.  Left justified only.  Indented paragraphs.  Story is appropriate length and concisely written.  
	

10

	Research & References
	Story appears to be well researched from primary or credible secondary sources.  Correctly formatted APA (or format of publication) reference list at end.  
	

10

	Headline
	Headline is catchy; makes reader want to jump right into story. Distills the essence of the key point of a story. Is positive and specific. Contains strong, active verbs and short, simple words.
	

5

	Lead
	Lead draws in the reader; makes reader want to read more. Is intriguing and memorable. Clear angle is introduced.
	

10

	Body, Structure & Organization
	Structure & organization of the feature is easy to follow. Paragraph transitions are present and logical and maintain the flow of thought throughout the paper. Sentences are short (no more than 25 words, usually). Paragraphs are short (no more than 3 sentences).
	

20

	Interest
	The feature will be of interest to the target audience.  Its topic is timely and either entertaining or informative.  The editor of the target publication will want to publish it.  
	

10

	Grammar & mechanics
	Rules of grammar, usage, and punctuation are followed; spelling is correct.  Language is clear and precise; excellent sentence structure.
	
20

	Creativity & Flair
	Feature demonstrates professionalism and superior creativity
	
10

	TOTAL
	
	








