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Asafu‐Adjaye, J., & Mahadevan, R. (2009). Regional Trade Agreements versus Global Trade Liberalisation: Implications for a Small Island Developing State. The World Economy, 32(3), 509-529.
This article sheds a careful reflection on the trade negotiations that the World Trade Organization (WHO) initiated in November 2001 in Doha, Qatar. The authors point out that the collapse of the Doha Round has brought back the development agenda options for the developing countries across the globe to boost their trade, especially in their agricultural sector given that agricultural exports remain significant contributors to total employment and output in these countries. They argue that regional trade agreements in comparison to global trade liberalization have both sectoral and macroeconomic impacts. The article concludes by acknowledging that a policy of trade liberalization will have some adverse impacts but nevertheless and overall, it will be beneficial in regards to the primary macroeconomic indicators such as national welfare, real output, and exports.

Cooper, W. H. (2014). Free trade agreements: impact on U.S. trade and implications for U.S. trade policy*. Current Politics and Economics of the United States, Canada, and Mexico, 16(3), 425-445. Retrieved from http://ezproxy.cpcc.edu/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/docview/1655115658?accountid=10008.
This article pays attention to free trade areas (FTAs) as a regional trade agreement (RTA). They define them are arrangements between two or more countries in which they enter into an agreement to eliminate nontariff as well as tariff barriers on trade goods among themselves. However, each partner retains its own policies which include the tariffs outside the region. The author concludes that the free trade agreements are a significant trade policy channel for the U.S and other major trading nations in the world. 
They  therefore, see it as a liberalizing trade measure. The scholar further notes that although such agreements can have some positive impacts on some sectors, it can also have negative consequences for others sectors.

Czarny, E., & Folfas, P. (2015). World trade and regional trade orientation in the context of forthcoming transatlantic trade and investment partnership **. Equilibrium, 10(3), 105-128. doi:http://dx.doi.org/10.12775/.
This article focusses on the Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) between the United States and the European Union. In this case, the authors treat the TTIP as a common regional trading agreement (RTA) that represents the third wave of regionalism. The article defines regionalism trade relations involving two parties that are geographically distant and located in different continents. The authors, therefore, examine the potential consequences that it (TTIP) has in regards to the trade orientation involving both partners, and how this impacts the international trade in the entire world. The conclusion made herein is that TTIP is a special RTA that is not only important for the two parties involved but the whole world as well but is limited by the massive restrictions placed on liberalizing agricultural products. The authors also point out that global trade liberalization that constitutes a necessary part of the TTIP will greatly help to intensify the regional trade.


Freund, C. L., & Ornelas, E. (2010). Regional trade agreements. World Bank Policy Research Working Paper Series, Vol. 
In this article, the authors note hat in the past fifteen years, the establishment of regional trade agreements has been so far the most prevalent form of reciprocal trade liberalization. However, they note that these trade agreements exhibit a discriminatory character which in turn raises three primary concerns. Firstly, there is a concern that these discriminations will make trade diversion rampant because governments may be induced by special interest groups to establish the most distortionary trade agreements. Secondly, there are concerns that the broader external liberalization would either reverse or stall altogether. And thirdly, there is fear that in the end, multilateralism could be undermined by the regional trade agreements.
Kütük, M. M., & Akbostanci, E. (2016). Do regional trade agreements actually increase turkey's foreign trade? *. METU Studies in Development, 43(1), 257-288. Retrieved from http://ezproxy.cpcc.edu/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/docview/1783559097?accountid=10008.
 In this particular article, the author’s argument are significantly informed by the outcome and concept of the Doha Round. The authors claim that trade agreements such as Free Trade Agreements (FTAS) and Customs Union (CU) gained more importance in global trade after the deadlock of the World Trade Organization’s trade negotiations in Doha, Qatar. Using a case study of Turkey’s, the article analyzes the role and impact of the country’s regional trade agreements (RTAs) on her foreign trade. It focusses on the country’s trade flow with a hundred and twenty-six trade partners in the period 1992 – 2013. The article finds that the Customs Union increases Turkey’s imports but has no effect on the exports. Similarly, the Free Trade Agreements are found to have no impact on either the imports or exports of Turkey
Lewis, M. K. (2011). The prisoners' dilemma posed by free trade agreements: Can open access provisions provide an escape? Chicago Journal of International Law, 11(2), 631-661. Retrieved from http://ezproxy.cpcc.edu/login?url=http://search.proquest.com/docview/855632020?accountid=10008.
This article maintains that regional free trade agreements sometimes pose serious challenges for the broader global, or multilateral trading system. It argues that there is a paradox between members of the World Trade Organization and the roles of the organization. On this note, the authors claim that the continues paradoxical behavior of  WTO members in their continued negotiation for regional trade agreements such as FTAs is happening at the detriment of the World Trade Organization, and by extension, the broader global trade liberalization. The author characterizes the paradox as the dilemma of a prisoner in the sense that members’ dominant strategy seems to be their pursuance of FTAs despite the fact that they would be better off pursuing broader trade liberalization.

Moylan, T. (2014). Is Regionalism a Threat to Trade Liberalisation. E-International Relations. Assessed on, 07-05.
The author’s central claim in this article is that regional trade agreements have a significant impact on multilateral trade liberalization. In this respect, the article defines regionalism as a political process that is characterized by economic policy co-ordination and co-operation among various countries. The argumentative approach applied by the author argues that in support of trade regionalism, the agreements are a stepping stone or rather, a leap forward towards multilateral trade liberalization. However, the argument against regional trade agreements holds that regionalism is a threat that undermines multilateral trade liberalization. The author concludes that regionalism in the context of multilateral trade liberalization is a positive and very helpful step especially in the establishment of rules for transactions regarding services, people, capital, and technology.

Muzaka, V., & Bishop, M. L. (2015). Doha stalemate: The end of trade multilateralism? Review of International Studies, 41(2), 383-406. doi:http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S0260210514000266. 
This article reflects on the trade negotiations in Doha that were initiated by the World Trade Organizations. More specifically, it focusses on the Doha round stalemate which leads the authors to question whether it marks the end of trade multilateralism. The ongoing assumption that the authors are concerned about in this article is that the events and efforts in the Doha Round, added to the broader global crises, as well as the shift towards bilateral free trade agreements collectively signal the decline of either the larger institution of multilateral trade or the World Trade Organization (WTO) itself. The article concludes that the fundamental absence of a shared social purpose between the powerful emerging countries and the developed countries stands as a conflict that characterizes modern trade politics and may, in the long run, undermine the broader global trade liberalization.


Summary
Liberalizing trade through regional trade agreements and/or through the broader global trade liberalization is still a concept of political and economic contention. Although there are those who prefer and feel that regional trade agreement are a better policy of liberalizing trade, there are those who strongly believe that to attain a completely liberalized trade would require countries to embrace and put in place trade policies that are in support of a broader global trade liberalization. However, despite the latter’s positive perception of a broader global trade liberalization, it is clear that attaining that may be impossible especially with special regards to the agricultural sector. This is because there are many constraints put in place in regards to agricultural goods and therefore the different import and export trade policies governing each country may make it impossible to attain a fully liberalized global trade. On the question of whether regional trade agreements and broader global trade liberalization complement or contradict each other, it is hard to reach an exclusive conclusion based on the resources analyzed in this paper. However, whatever comes out clearly is that whereas there are some authors who believe that the two complement each other, there are a few who are a bit skeptical and feel that they instead contradict each other. This, they say, is because embracing the policies in support of a broader global trade liberalization will mean that some of the regional trade agreement policies will have to be done away with. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]For example, the regional trade agreement such as the free trade agreements/areas (FTAs) only applies between members who have entered a mutual trading agreement. Although the agreement requires the partners to remove any form of tariff and nontariff restrictions while conducting trade with each other, the trading partners are still allowed to retain their chosen barriers when trading outside the region. Therefore when a liberalized global trade is embraced, these countries will have no choice but to do away with all forms of restrictions on their trade with others in the global market. Therefore, since both approaches are important in both the political and economic spheres of the Nation, the best thing is to use both approaches concurrently and complementarily in the sense that the right policies are established to address issues depending on the level at which they are taking place. From the annotated bibliography many scholars seem to be of the opinion that regional trade agreements have the potential to boost the broader global trade liberalization – maybe because the regions keep expanding their trading partners as time goes by. Therefore, the two complement each other. On this note, it is, therefore, important to conclude that the superiority of one approach over the other depends on the circumstances and the trade needs at hand for a particular nation. In other words, the importance of the approaches differs between the developed and the developing countries in the world.
