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Reaction Paper: “A Force More Powerful”
“A Force More Powerful” is a feature-length documentary film written and directed by Steve York. This 1999 film focuses on various strategic non-violent resistance movements of the twentieth century in different regions around the world. Some of these notable and successful movements include the civil rights movement, Mahatma Gandhi’s leadership of the Indian Independence Movement, South-Africa’s boycotts in the Eastern Cape Province as a strategy of the anti-apartheid movement, resistance to Nazi Occupation by the Danish, the Polish Solidarity Movement, as well as the movement to oust Augusto Pinochet by the Chilean democracy movement. Through this documentary, the film shows that violence is not always the right way to follow. This paper, therefore, is a reaction to the film and the message that the director and producers of this documentary intended to pass across.
In this film, the director documents how various popular movements across the globe fought military forces and entrenched regimes that were oppressive. However, unlike what many people would expect in such situations, all the documented movements have one thing in common – they all employ unconventional but non-violent weapons such as strikes, boycotts, and demonstrations in place of guns and other violent means. The film shows that despite that such moves can yield immense positive results if employed with care and consistency. On this note, one can see that acts of civil resistance help to challenge the government’s operations and call for necessary intervention through strategies such as nonviolent sabotage, blockades, and sit-ins. “A Force More Powerful” therefore shows how such efforts frustrated the efforts of those in leadership to suppress their people.
Initially, I did not know what to expect from this film. I thought that maybe it would be one of those long and sometimes boring documentaries that make you wish to see the moment the entire film comes to an end. However, I was surprised at the strong message that the film delivers to the audience. By documenting the successful nonviolent struggles that different people in different parts of the world faced at different times in their attempt to find viable solutions to longstanding social, economic, racial, and political issues, one thing comes out clearly – violence is not the ultimate form of power. By watching this film, I felt that the best means to end corruption, injustice, and other forms of oppression and oppressive regimes is not to take up arms and engage in a bloodbath. Rather the best thing would be to use reason and employ non-violent means such as boycotts, strikes, blockades, demonstrations and others that would be deemed necessary and do not endanger the lives of innocent members of the public.
I say this because “A Force More Powerful” has proven the effectiveness of using such nonviolent weapons to curb evils of different kinds in our society. The success of the movements documented in the film remains a historical landmark not only to the respective country’s history but in the world history as well. They are movements that helped to change the situation of things and bring life in those countries back to normalcy. In other words, watching this film makes one believe that employing nonviolent strategies is a better weapon of bringing tyrants down, overthrowing bad governments, and shattering political systems that do not have the public’s interests at heart. It, therefore, stands as a correction to the misconception that in conflict, violence is the way to go and the ultimate form of power.
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