Surname 1
   Surname 4
Student’s Name
Professor’s Name
Grade Course
Date of Submission
Hometown Report: Wastewater Treatment In North Bergen
Huge volumes of wastewater are pumped directly into streams, rivers, and oceans in places all over the world, and this poses a significant threat to plants and animals that live in these waters. As a result, wastewater treatment becomes an important means of conserving not just the environment but the water sources of a community. The primary purpose of wastewater treatment is to get rid of the suspended solids before the effluent is discharged back to the environment because failure to do so leads the solid waste to use up oxygen that is essential for aquatic organisms as it decays. The growing concern of the impact of untreated wastewater on the environment and the welfare of affected living organisms have led many states to put up appropriate treatment measures. In New Jersey, North Bergen has not been left out in such initiatives. On this note, this hometown report focuses on the issue of wastewater treatment in North Bergen, its impact on the locals and the policies that the local municipal has established in order to deal with this sensitive issue.
Properly managed wastewater treatment has many positive outcomes. In other words, it is argued that properly maintained and operated water infrastructure systems go a long way in protecting the environment, public health, as well as supporting the community’s economic redevelopment (State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Np). This, therefore, implies that when a particular state or county such as New Jersey’s North Bergen fails to put proper wastewater treatment measures in place, members of the public are likely to suffer in one way or the other.
 
Having considered that, and also having established that there lies a crucial need to have wastewater treatment policies in place, in North Bergen, it becomes imperative to take a closer look at what the town's authorities are doing about the issue and the consequent impacts that arise in the process. North Bergen is home to a population of 60,773 people according to the statistics gathered in the 2010 census and is now estimated to have risen to about 62,114 people. The statistics also show indicate that the population comprised of 14,539 families from 22,062 households (United States Census Bureau Np). This simply means that as the years go by, the population increases and so does the wastewater. This, therefore, over the years warranted the establishment of new wastewater treatment infrastructures as well as local policies. According to New Jersey Future, this is a matter that affects the public directly and the steps taken have ripple effects (1).
For this reason, North Bergen, in 2009, came up with new regulations to guide the process of wastewater treatment in the county. Due to the increased industrial growth, emission and disposal of wastes into the water systems seems almost inevitable. The rules and regulations that governed the town’s wastewater treatment process were based on the New Jersey Water Pollution Control Act and the Pretreatment Standards for Sewerage which guide individuals and business on what to do regarding the treatment of wastewater (North Bergen Municipal Utilities Authority 6). The municipal utilities authority has ever since continually made significant efforts and investments in its wastewater treatment systems in order to ensure safety for the aquatic organisms and the public as well.


On this note, the Authority has made the following notable steps in as far as wastewater treatment in the town is concerned. Strict rules and regulations commonly referred to as the Sewer Use Resolution have been established to guide the discharge of wastewater into the Municipal Utilities Authority’s treatment works. The quantity and quality of wastewater discharged into the treatment systems is regulated to a certain level with the hopes of preventing the possible introduction of pollutants into the treatment works. When these pollutants get into the system, they will pollute the resulting sludge and therefore are prevented as much as possible. The town’s wastewater treatment systems also make it possible to improve the chances of reclaiming and recycling sludges and wastewaters from the systems (North Bergen Municipal Utilities Authority 7).
People are prohibited to discharge wastewater into the town’s treatment systems that have any component or content that prohibited by the authority’s permits. These include explosive mixtures, improperly grounded garbage, hazardous/noxious materials, toxic discharge, storm water, and radioactive wastes among others (North Bergen Municipal Utilities Authority 21). For this reason, there are various enforcement and monitoring activities done now and then to ensure compliance with the rules and regulations. Everybody who directs their wastewater to the North Bergen Municipal Utilities Authority’s treatment works must abide by the set regulations. This is primarily the reason that has made North Bergen a safe and hazardous free place to live in. The citizens follow the rules and regulation with a lot of care.
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