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Intrdoction/Claim : Relationship between individuals and systems of power, and privilledge 
Power and privilege based on sexual-orientation
· My sexual orientation matches the conventional orientation/perception (Straight)
· In America I am seen a equal to those whose sexual orientation differs from mine
· Back at home (Taiwan) the society grants me [and other straights] more power and privileges as compared to people with ‘unconventional’ sexual orientation
Power and privilege based on ability level [I am an educated woman]
· I am Taiwanese and perceived as a nerd [within the American culture] because of my ‘chinese’ ancestry
· I am a woman and sometimes face the negative stereotypes associated with gender
· I cannot enjoy male privilede because some people feel that being a woman, my ability level is not equal to that of my male counterparts
Power and privilege based on race [I am Taiwanese]
· In America I am in the minority group/“other” race
· At home I am a member of the superior group (because I can afford to study abroad)
· In America everything about my identity is different; at home there is no difference


Microaggressions
· Victim of aggression back home for supporting ‘different’ or ‘queer’ people
· Victim of slight aggression in America for being yellow skinned and also from being of a different ‘nerdy’ race.
· I am not Chinese but may see me as a Chinese woman rather than a Taiwanese woman 

Part II
Interpreting my perceptions according to social construction theory
Introduction/Claim: How we interact with and within our society substantially determines the perceptions that we develop towards people and things
Past perceptions
· Negative attitude and perceptions towards LGPBTQIA people
· Viewed them as moral and social deviants
· Viewed them as different in a morally negative way
Current  perceptions 
· Appreciate LGPBTQIA people as everyone else
· Respect their rights
· Cannot be one of them but cannot campaign their execution either
· I respect everyone regardless of what the rest of the society feels or thinks
Microagressions
· Viewed as a supporter and member of the LGPBTQIA community
· Society treats people who do not discriminate against LGPBTQIA people as if they are also a part of this community – even though they may be straight. 

Part I
People and systems of power and privilege are connected to each other a dynamic relationship.  As for me, my relation to power and privilege according to factors such as race, orientation, and sexual orientation is quite diverse and its interpretation depends on the context one chooses to view it from. In other words, I cannot describe this relationship exclusively in one term or in one way because my identity and personality place me in positions where I enjoy both sides of the power and privilege as discussed herein. I am a woman and from Taiwan. This implies that I am an outsider in the American culture and therefore in the context of power and privilege in the American context, am a member of the minority group. This means that my gender and racial affiliation automatically deters me from fully enjoying what Pegg McLntosh refers to as the male privilege and white privilege respectively (121). However, back home in Taiwan, I am a member of the majority upper-class nationals because I am able to study abroad and we are all one race, so there is no point of racial classification. I am very neutral and liberal when it comes to sexual orientation in that although I am straight I believe that people should not be judged unfairly based on their differences in gender or sexual orientation. After all, all people are born equal and should be treated equally regardless of their differences (Born Equal 7). I see this as the point where my ability level and perceptions to do with sexual orientation play a part and have impacted me positively because they enable people to accept people’s worth everywhere everytime by the mere virtue of them being human beings


Being straight is considered to be the societal norm and homosexuality considered the societal other. At the same time, although racism in America is not as profound, it is apparent that being white is what normal is all about while being of a race other than white is considered to be the other race. Therefore, I experience both sides of the “norm” and the “other.” On this note, I am straight and therefore society both here and back at home have issues with me. But then I comfortably interact with the “other” people, and this may make some people view me as a lesbian, although I have not yet been confronted with that accusation yet. In as far as race is concerned, my skin color, complexion, and everything about me are Taiwanese in every sense. My accent is not yet fully American and therefore this is negative it has the potential to make me feel out of place sometimes, but when I go home, it sounds perfect. These microaggressions affect me indirectly in one way of the other.

Part II
How we interact with and within our society substantially determines the perceptions that we develop towards people and things. On this note, sociologists argue that human beings construct reality through their interactions with other people in the society (OpenStax College 92). This means that our day-to-day interactions shape how we think about the LGPBTQIA people, but I believe that there comes a time in one’s life where he or she decides to have a free mind and allow a change of perception different from that which has existed all along. At this point, I wish to put out that I was not always so accommodating when it came to the issue of LGPBTQIA because I was brought up in a culture that frowns upon such ways of life and practices. 
 


I always saw them as social deviants because the immediate society I was interacting with constructed such perceptions, and I readily embraced and lived by them until the time I came out of the confines of that society and interacted with another [American] where the majority hold different and supportive opinions. Therefore, I think had I retained my initial perceptions, I would be an instigator of micro-aggressions rather than a recipient/victim of the same. According to Allan G. Johnson, it is easier for people to see their problems in relation to themselves; and themselves in relation to the problems (Np). When one changes perception, perhaps because he/she had experienced and interacted with various cultures that hold differing opinions from his/hers, it then becomes easier to accepts not just their mistakes but also those of others, albeit open-mindedly. This means that I did not, and do not have to become a member of the LGPBTQIA just because I have come to appreciate a different opinion about them. Rather I offer the least resistance towards them in the sense that I do not become one of them but I again I do not vouch for their execution either. This, therefore, means that I am able to remain me while at the same time respecting others and allowing them to be who they wat to be.
Therefore, I can say that my having moved from Taiwan to America and also having attained my current level of education has greatly enabled me to be more considerate and open-minded to issues in the society and especially those affecting specific groups in the society. In other words, everything I have experienced in relation to power, race, and sexual orientation have enabled me to reasonably question socially constructed norms and draw my own conclusions.
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