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Welcome to Week 2

Topic: Determinants of Health & Sustainable Development Goals

Learning Objectives

By the end of this week you will be able to:
* Analyze the strategies, goals, and effectiveness of global efforts to promote peace,
security, well-being, and freedom
* Atrticulate the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and their related targets and
indicators
* Discuss successes and challenges with achieving the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs)

Assigned Readings

United Nations. (2015). Zero Draft: Transforming our world by 2030: A new agenda for global action.
http://www.un.org/youthenvoy/2015/06/zero-draft-outcome-document-adopt-post-2015-development-agenda/

United Nations. (2015). Millennium Development Goals Report 2015. www.un.org/millenniumgoals/
World Health Organization. (n.d.) The determinants of health. www.who.int/hia/evidence/doh/en/

World Health Organization. (2015). World health statistics 2015.
www.who.int/gho/publications/world_health_statistics/2015/en/

Suggested Readings

Review additional websites on the UN Millennium Goals and the new Sustainable Development
Goals

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org

http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/

http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/bkgd.shtml
http://www.who.int/topics/millennium_development_goals/post2015/en/index.html

Disease Control Priorities (DCP). The Global Burden of Disease & Risk Factors, Chapter 1
http://www.dcp2.org/pubs/GBD



http://www.un.org/youthenvoy/2015/06/zero-draft-outcome-document-adopt-post-2015-development-agenda/
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/
http://www.who.int/hia/evidence/doh/en/
http://www.who.int/gho/publications/world_health_statistics/2015/en/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/bkgd.shtml
http://www.who.int/topics/millennium_development_goals/post2015/en/index.html
http://www.dcp2.org/pubs/GBD

Activities

» Participate in the discussion board with a minimal requirement of THREE postings per
week to the discussion board, one original (by Wednesday) and two individual follow-ups
to peers’ comments (posted by Saturday). The original discussion should be 200-300 words
and referenced with additional literature. It is required you post a question at the end of
your original post to generate discussion and critical thought. The follow-up responses
should be at least 100 words incorporating additional literature (if appropriate but not
required) and promoting critical thinking.

» Review video Global Health Disparities. (2008). (5 mins)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=elugl1ocG3A

» Review video Hans Rosling, The Seemingly Impossible is Possible. TED Talks. (2007). (19
mins)
http://lwww.gapminder.org/videos/ted-talks/hans-rosling-ted-talk-2007-seemingly-
impossible-is-possible/

Questions for Thought and Discussion

You can join the discussion by responding to one or more of the questions noted below, pose
your own analysis of the week’s topic, or share stories and experiences related to the week’s
topic. Rather than simply answering the questions, add your own ideas, introduce new
referenced literature, and build on issues raised within the discussion.

The following questions may guide your discussions for week 2:

1. From a global health perspective, is ‘wealthier healthier’? Do you adhere to the premise
that poverty is the most significant determinant of global health? Please explain why you
believe this to be true or not to be true.

2. What is the association between the development of a country and health? Offer
examples of various and or specific development theories to support your
position.

3. Do you see a correlation between the debt crisis of the 1970’s and early 1980’s and its
effect on resource poor countries and what is happening today? Do you believe the
debt crisis of 2011 will have a devastating effect on the health of the globe?

4. Do you believe the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals are attainable in the
midst of our current economic environment? If not, what would you propose as a
solution? Which SDG’s would you prioritize?

5. Do you believe strategies to address the healthcare inequities in resource poor
countries should include a marketplace approach or a public redistributive strategy?
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http://www.gapminder.org/videos/ted-talks/hans-rosling-ted-talk-2007-seemingly-impossible-is-possible/

