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The main conflict in JRR Tolkien’s “The Hobbit” is that of Man Versus Self, which can also be referred to the internal conflict that a particular character struggles with. This paper analyses the primary conflict of Man Versus Self presented in “The Hobbit” by JRR Tolkien. The primary conflict helps to drive the books primary theme of adventure and heroism. This type of conflict is brought out more through Bilbo Baggins and to a certain extent through Thorin Oakenshield. For Bilbo, his internal conflict arises from his mixed family heritage of a Took and a Baggins and choosing which side to align with tends to be difficult. On the other hand, Thorin experiences an internal conflict because of his greed.
Bilbo’s internal conflict is presented in the first chapter of the book and continues to affect him throughout the novel. The rising action is when Gandalf selects him to join the dwarves on an adventure as a burglar. He faints on hearing this, and both he and the other dwarves are skeptical of his fitness for the job because it requires him to relinquish his Baggins comfort, laziness, and aloofness and embrace his Tookish blood for adventure. At the start, Thorin is a proud leader looked up to by the dwarves. However, once they acquire Smaug’s treasure things change and he becomes all greedy.
For Bilbo, the climax comes when he finally resolves his conflict and fully embraces his Tookish heritage. All along, his issue has been whether to be a Took or a Baggins. His Tookish side wins when he kills the big spider, outwits a dragon, dodges goblins, and gains respect from the dwarves. For Thorin, greed and obsession win, cloud his judgment and make him make irrational decisions such as starting unnecessary conflicts with the Wood-elves, Lake-Men and also threatening to kill Bilbo.
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