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Argument Essay: Initiative vs. Government Leading
The way people lead their lives in the modern global context is a critical determinant of how environmental issues are addressed. A focus on eco-friendliness brings change in people’s lifestyles with emotional attachments to the environment playing a role in the development of environmental conservation strategies. The influence of environmental societies based in the community, coupled with economic motivations can go a long way in sensitizing the citizens to lead a more eco-friendly life. The idea of taking the initiative in eco-friendly commitments has received popularity with people showing more concern on environmental conservation rather than relying on the government’s intervention in such matters.
El Bolson, a town in Argentina, exemplifies people’s commitment to eco-friendly endeavors. The inhabitants of this town have taken various measures to ensure adherence to eco-friendly activities. Practice is one of the major elements that enhance the development of skills required in eco-friendly commitments as people learn by engaging in the necessary actions. The community comes up as another critical element as it enables the unification of the inhabitants in their collective effort to ensure eco-friendly living (Tjørring, 2013). Reciprocity is an important undertaking in reinforcing communal initiatives as it facilitates social interactions and strengthens the motivation for eco-friendly endeavors. In El Bolson, people engage in eco-friendly activities as a prerequisite for community membership rather than intentional undertaking (Tjørring, 2013). 
Canada is another place where initiatives for environmental conservation are evident. This is implied in a ruling where the Supreme Court of Canada made a ruling that allowed the building of the largest eco-friendly community in Ontario meant for the residents of North Pickering. The establishment of this community arose out of the community’s concern for environmental conservation. A private developer, Dr. Gasperis, had opposed the move, a factor that saw the filing of the case that finally led to the approval of the community’s plan. The private developer admitted that other lands in Seaton were eco-friendly except his and this warranted the project (Gombu, 2007). Eventually, it emerges that community’s initiative in eco-friendly endeavors are prioritized over individual interests and, therefore, they are worth the sacrifice.
While community’s initiative has its preconditions and benefits, at times it is difficult to do away with government’s intervention in various environmental conservation commitments. In the case on North Pickering, government intervention will be sought in the initial stages of the project that involve transportation of massive construction components and creation of jobs (Gombu, 2007). While El Bolson emerges as the best example where community initiative in environmental conservation endeavors has succeeded, it is challenging for most communities to start and complete massive projects without seeking the assistance of the government.   
From the evidence offered by Tjørring (2013) and Gombu (2007), community initiative in environmental conservation endeavors plays a critical role in facilitating the accomplishment of various goals. El Bolson has succeeded through the utilization of a collective culture and practice. The collective culture is hereby boosted by the notion of reciprocity where community members exchange ideas and engage in social interactive commitments where each member must participate. Eco-friendly commitments in this case are driven by a sense of belonging in the community rather than the intention to engage in such endeavors. Canada also depicts a commitment to eco-friendly undertakings through the community’s initiative to establish an eco-friendly community in Ontario for the sake of the residents of North Pickering. While community initiative is recommended in environmental conservation projects, at times it is difficult to curtail government intervention, especially in cases where huge costs are involved, such as in the transport of construction materials. The North Pickering project illustrates the need for government intervention as a prerequisite for boosting community initiatives in environmental conservation projects.    
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