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Jessica Imanaka, PhD
Ethical Reasoning in Business
Fall 2016


Commercial Drones


Write a paper that responds to the questions: Should the U.S. reduce restrictions on commercial drones?
 Provide justifications for views.
 

Hint: Each of the characters will need to articulate their position on the “free market”. A key difference between a libertarian and a market critic lies in their respective interpretations of the meaning of freedom. 
Grading Rubric
	
	Superior

A

13.5-15
	Good

B

12-13.25
	Adequate

C

10.5-11.75
	Poor

D

9-10.25
	Failing

F

0

	Utilitarian

(5 points)
	Creative, credible, nuanced, meticulous, and compelling application of the theory that considers a wide range of the most significant case details and displays mastery of the theory’s concepts
	Credible, accurate, straightforward application of the theory that considers several key case details and displays a solid grasp of the fundamentals of the theory
	Credible, mostly accurate, application that considers a few case details and displays a working knowledge of the theory
	Application that cursorily considers case details, and displays partial knowledge of the theory
	Did not attempt assignment

	Libertarian

(5 points)
	Same criteria as above
	Same criteria as above
	Same criteria as above
	Same criteria as above
	

	Market Critic

(4 points)
	Same criteria as above
	Same criteria as above
	Same criteria as above
	Same criteria as above
	

	Spelling, grammar, and diction

(1 point)
	Eloquent; no spelling or grammatical errors
	Minor blemishes of style; a few spelling errors
	Clumsy phrasing; some spelling and grammatical errors
	Clumsy phrasing; grammatical errors, meaningless sentences, many misspellings
	


Incorrect Citation: -1.5 points; Exceeds Page Limit: -1.5 points
Format:


Times New Roman, Double Spaced, 12 Point Font, Correctly Cited





Worth 15% of Final Grade


Scaled out of 15			Due date:


3 page maximum	    Monday, Oct 3rd





Write a “dialogue paper” framed as a conversation between lobbyists and a congressperson. Represent the views of a utilitarian, a libertarian, and a market critic in this article. Please see chapter four, “Hired Help / Markets and Morals”, for the perspective of a market critic. Imagine that one of the lobbyists represents drone manufacturers, another represents a truck drivers’ union, and a third represents a concerned citizens’ NGO. These characters will each apply a moral theory to address the essay question. Other stakeholders should be considered as well.








A “dialogue paper” is a paper that constructs a conversation between at least two characters. The characters develop arguments for their views by interacting with each other, i.e., exchanging ideas in dialogue. In this paper, your three characters will each develop a view and an argument that responds to the central question of the paper.








� Please refer to the assigned articles as your primary resource: Cecilia Kang, “Amazon Leans on Government in Its Quest to Be a Delivery Powerhouse,” The New York Times, March 20, 2016


Farhad Manjoo, “Think Amazon’s Drone Delivery Idea Is a Gimmick? Think Again,” The New York Times, August 10, 2016.


� Michael Sandel, Justice: What’s the Right Thing to Do? (New York, NY: Farrar Straus and Giroux, 2009).
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