Surname 1
											Surname 2
Student’s Name
Professor’s Name
Grade Course
Date of Submission
The Quest Theme In JRR Tolkien’s “The Hobbit”
[bookmark: _GoBack]The theme of “The Hobbit” by JRR Tolkien is the quest – both for treasure and Bilbo’s heroism. This is the central theme and Tolkien develops it throughout the story. Three important features that exemplify this theme in the narrative are the journey plot, the treasure, and development of Bilbo, the protagonist. The plot is structured as a journey. A quest theme is based on an adventurous journey in which characters must physically move from home to another place on a mission, and later come back home with the object of their quest. This brings to mind the second feature of the theme which involves the treasure. In this case, the dwarves go on a mission to get back their ancestral treasure. They travel to Lonely Mountain, to get the stockpile of treasure [jewels and gold] that Smaug has been hoarding, and they succeed. The final feature related to the quest theme is Bilbo’s development from an inept, lazy, fearful character to a wise, fair, courageous, cool-headed hero and leader. The quest in the narrative is not just about material treasure, rather, Tolkien also presents it as the protagonist’s quest for meaning and identity. Quests are dangerous and characters must face various challenges and life-threatening situations that compel them to make crucial individual decisions. It is through this that character development occurs. For Bilbo, the quest enables him to exploit his full potential and embrace his Tookish nature over the Baggins one. The book is an excellent read that shows one only achieves the best when he/she searches for it.
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