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Contemporary Presidency
[bookmark: _GoBack]Powers of the president have always been a major concern all over the world. In different countries, there has been the need to check the extent of the powers that one individual should have over in a country as this can either make or break the country. In states where the president’s powers are, unchecked cases of tyranny are rampant. In countries, rooted deep in a democracy the Constitution is the pillar that holds the presidential powers and controls the extent to which the president is allowed to exercise his powers.  Although the Constitution of provides that the executive powers are vested in the president (Ginsberg, et al. 2014: 313) we find that the constitutional powers are the weakest. The president has different sources of power, which include constitutional, political and institutional sources and in recent years the powers of the president have kept on growing with each new president. This paper describes the constitutional powers of the presidency and analyses the way contemporary presidents have used the different powers to overcome the weakness presented by the constitutional powers. It will also examine the likely future balancing of powers between Congress and the president; it will also explore the necessity for this balance. 
In the constitution, different section, to be precise section 2 and 3 provide the powers and duties of the president (Ginsberg, et al. 2014:14). The first of the powers are the expressed powers which Congress has no powers over and can do nothing about; they are found in the language of the constitution as stated by Ginsberg, et al. (2014:314). An example of these powers include making of treaties, command of the military, judicial nomination pardons and even appointment of public official and for Congress to interfere amendments have to be made (Ginsberg, et al. 2014:314). The constitution also stipulates that the Congress can give the President some powers to do certain things that it deems fit. It is a form of permission given to the president to execute a certain duty that is required of them which is delegated to them by the Congress, hence the name, delegated powers (Ginsberg, et al. 2014:314).
Although the president is all-powerful according to the constitution when it comes to military powers, he is the commander in chief; it also provides restrictions on the same. It provides that the use of domestic force should only be applied if it is a request from the governor or state legislature (Ginsberg, et al. 2014:316). We find that most of the constitutional powers there are always loopholes, in this, the president can deploy troop if necessity calls, for example in cases of emergency. The president can also be brought under judicial review by the federal courts whether they are constitutional or not as explained in Module 9 Lecture 2. Congress also faces the same judicial process where the supreme court oversees some of the decisions they make as whether constitutional or not (module 9 lecture 2).
In the judicial power, the president has powers vested in him to give pardons to individuals who have committed various crimes. The powers to give reprieve or amnesty are an obvious one although it may raise eyebrows it is understood that it cannot be overturned. Another power granted to the president is that of signing treaties and executive agreements although the treaties require Senate approval so it, not an absolute power.
The executive powers to some extent require approval from Senate but the powers are vested in the president. The appointments made become loyal to the president because executive officials the president has the power to appoint them as he wishes and supervise them according to Ginsberg, et al. (2014:317), these are powers the president has to oversee that law are faithfully executed. 
In the legislature, the president has certain powers that make him a more superior lawmaker. He has the power to turn down a certain bill from passing into law by exercising the veto power. The president also has the power of delivering a state of the union address which when twisted can make the president able to control some important congressional decisions (Ginsberg, et al. 2014:318). Some of the legislative powers are not explicitly stated, but the president can bring to Congress and agenda for example in the Bush era after the attack, he took most of the issue concerning the matter to Congress. The president apart from participating in policy and law making also has the power to issue executive orders that according to Ginsberg, et al. (2014:319) allows the President to manage the executive branch.
The Constitution provides the president with many powers some are written, and some are just through unclear uncharted grounds, for example, the inherent powers which presidents use when the feel the need to execute certain matters of emergencies or otherwise. To avoid the involvement of Congress, the president goes around and explores this power. Different examples of the same have been experienced in the past, for instance, the attacks on Vietnam and Korea and the invasion of Iraq (Ginsberg, et al. 2014:321).
The constitution to some extent brings weakness to the presidency especially since it requires that Congress approves some of the actions decided. These institutions include the White House staff, the cabinet, the executive office of the president independent agencies and government corporations (Ginsberg, et al. 2014:324).  The Executive Office of the President is most important; these are permanent agencies appointed by the president to do different duties for the president. The Office of Management and Budget oversee most of the actions of other agencies apart from making the budget. It is a powerful tool for the president to exert the powers he has and overstep the weakness presented by the constitution. The Office of Management and Budget is responsible for making even the budget for Congress and sets priorities for other agencies too (Ginsberg, et al. 2014: 325). It makes the president more powerful. The process of regulatory review is also a way the president exerts the powers bestowed by controlling the rulemaking of the executive branch. Signing statements are also a way of presidential powers, where during their time to sign in passed legislation they write in their comments on matters they see as not suitable (Ginsberg, et al. 2014:332).
The first spouses have been in considerable aid to making the president more powerful as observed that policies are passed or promoted by them. Policymaking is a powerful tool for the president to have. As explained in module 10, lecture 1 policies shape the way forward for the country. The president can also use executive orders to help them entice the Congress involvement and put in places policies that suit the office of the president(module 10 lecture 1). The agencies and administration institutions are brought up in ways that they have a reduced reliance on Congress to make their policies and run independently.
Political power is another means by which the president can overstep the weaknesses face in the presidency and the constitution. It can be done by popular mobilization, which enables them to gain support that allows for dominance (Ginsberg, et al. 2014: 327). The political parties are an important tool for the president to increase his powers. The party of the ruling president if in the majority may help them pass laws they require or even have appointments go through with the example of Obama and the judicial appointments (Ginsberg, et al. 2014:327). 
Although the president is powerful, given the fact that Congress controls federal spending and borrowing (Ginsberg, et al. 2014:333) limits the powers of the presidency. The president is limited in various areas including the implementation of his legislative agenda and state of the economy. There has at times been disagreements between the president and Congress, and this has always had a detrimental effect on the country’s economy increasing credit and even expenditure. When Congress shut down the government is an example (Ginsberg, et al. 2014:335). Although as time goes by the president is gaining more power in the country leaving the Congress behind. The balance of power is shifting to the presidency because at times Congress works slowly, and there are many wrangles while the president requires just a stroke of a pen to make the decisions (Ginsberg, et al. 2014:335). In addition to this, each president coming in tries to find ways to exert their powers in different ways and this progression has been observed over the previous years.
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