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An Analysis of the inconsistencies of US foreign Policy after 9/11

Abstract 
Foreign policies are a major pillar in the policies that are implemented in the U.S. over the years different policies have come up to deal with different circumstances. The foreign policies of the U.S however, have various inconsistencies. America being super power has an obligation in its foreign policies to help nations with their sovereignty and peacekeeping. Events such as the Second World War brought change in the way the U.S intervened in foreign matter. Military action was incorporated into the deeds that the U.S supplied to various nations. The NATO was formed to check the powers pf different nation and in conjunction with the U.S foreign policies help improve security in America and Europe. Inconsistencies occur when the interest of the U.S does not align well with the nation. The cold war is a particular example of this inconsistency. The PNAC is political and focuses on defenses and energy privatization. It had a major role to play in the war against Iraq, which is also an inconsistency with the foreign policies, which were in place. After the 9/11 attacks there were a lot of decision made regarding national security and the adoption of war against terror made a top priority. This became an umbrella guiding policy for the nation’s foreign policies. Although even with this, there have been different changes in the policies over the years with the inauguration of the new president, Obama. Matters such as military presence in different countries have been discussed. Different tack and new foreign policies has been approver and the war against terror still goes on.













Research Background 
History of terror in the U.S
Terror goes back to some years but the major external threats were the Pearl Harbor attacks and the 9/11, which made history.
`	The 9/11 attack
On September 2001there was a series of coordinated attacks on U.S soil with two commercial airlines were hijacked and crashed into the World Trade Center, the Pentagon was also hit and  Shanksville. All these attacks were pinned to al-Qaeda. This was the turning point of the U.S policies; it came with many implications including the start of a war with different countries in a bid to fight terror.  All these events led to the adoption of a particular strategy in ways of dealing with matters security and other foreign policies implementation (Cakmak, 2012)
Introduction
Occurrence of 9/11 attack 
The 9/11 attacks were caused by Islamic terrorists who had hijacked planes and crashed them into different areas. The reasons behind this were allegedly the U.S role in the Middle East, Israel support and Persian Gulf War. 
The losses and destruction caused by the 9/11 attack 
 The number of casualties was devastating. Millions of dollars in damages were received as the buildings bombed and the surrounding areas were destroyed. 
Foreign policies before the 9/11 attack 
Although U.S involvement in foreign affairs did not start with the 9/11, foreign policies have always been there in the course and role the American government. Before the 9/11, the Second World War brought about the instillation of foreign policies in the United States.  The U.S had a part to play in the unification of Germany, with the assistance of NATO (Suri, 2009). 
The U.S was active in the pulling out of the British from India and the formation of Pakistan from India. However, the U.S involvement in foreign matters was far much maligned, and they were not as dedicated as after the bombing. There was a little involvement of government in promoting democracy abroad by getting involved in different countries human rights and democracy struggles (Drezner, 2008). According to Drezner (2008), the top on the priority list of the U.S was preventing the entry of drugs into the U.S and spread of weapons of mass destruction (Drezner, 2008). Illegal immigration, world hunger, human rights protection, U.S business interest abroad, energy supplies and environmental protection globally were among the issues looked at by U.S foreign policy before 9/11 (Drezner, 2008). 
Thesis statement 
This paper analyses the inconsistencies of foreign policy by the United States after the 9/11, it begins with a look at the American foreign policies after the Second World War including the formation of the UN the agreements they have, the foreign treaties signed because of the Second World War. It then examines the occurrence of 9/11 attack focusing on the activities of the U.S in the Middle East and the responses made to the 9/11 attacks. Finally, it explores the change of tack, foreign policies and war on terror.


American foreign policies after the Second World War
America foreign policies after the Second World War were more of participation in the strengthening of the UN. At this time especially after the cold war, there was the careful identification of targets and threats with economic approaches combined with diplomacy and military involvement were combined on the policy making front (Suri, 2009). According to Suri (2009), U.S foreign policy was somewhat erratic during the period after the world war with the government not getting involved. The doctrine of the Cold War was the one that was mostly applied to countries that did not condescend with the American wishes and priorities, for example, Soviet Union. Issues such as rival ideology and enemy states were less confronted with the U.S lacking in direction and strategy for the way to approach the post-Cold War.
The eras of Bush and Clinton were marred by a lack of a standing strategic move on dealing with threats and protecting the American interests. Bodies like the United Nations were consulted on different national issues but in the end, if the decisions reached did not suit the United States, they would act unilaterally and exercise their power to ensure American interests are protected (Suri, 2009). 
Clinton then took office and decided to change the approach in which the U.S use in dealing with foreign issues. Clinton took a more lackluster approach, which was considered as soft. According to Suri (2009), the Clinton administration believed that the error of the war in Vietnam was due to too much pragmatism and power being held by a selected few. The focus at this time was to increase cultural influence, politics and economic domination with the reduction of military imposition abroad (Suri, 2009).

The United States and the UN
According to Hannum et al. (2013), The U.S has an obligation to the United Nations to supply them with finances troops and strategic support. Millions of dollars are shipped in from the states to help the UN in various functional roles across the globe. Refugee camps and mortality rates were at an all-time high. Communist that was being supported by the Soviet Union was resurgent and racked havoc across Europe and democracy was failing in some parts. The need for security led to the coming together of different nations to form the European Union with military cooperation part of their agenda. With the creation of NATO, countries had a little worry on matters of security around the global scene.
America and NATO
The U.S having interests in Europe was involved in NATO’s strategies and efforts to unify the continent, and this led to economic development across Europe. After the 9/11, it was evident that any threat abroad was a threat to the nation and should be dealt with appropriately. When the bombing occurred, the NATO decided that this was an attack on all nations in NATO to reduce the action effects of the U.S
The Organization of America States 
Another significant treaty that was signed in the U.S that involved the coming together of the states to improve on defenses of the nations. It was also prudent for national security sake where they had different security protocols. Democracy was one of the pillars for this treaty, the Organization of America States works towards providing good governance in both state and nations. Human rights defense and the drug trafficking wars have been on the table for the treaty over years as there was a drug problem in Colombia and some parts of the South America. The organization of America states has also been involved in dealing with terrorist threats in recent years with a few bombs being defused across the states. 


America and the Cold war 
America was involved in the Cold War with Russia over the actions of Russia and their pro- communism campaign. Trade and other substances were not available to them because of their involvement in action that were not so friendly in the eyes of the United States. They had been involved in some actions against the soviet nations particularly those affiliated to the United States. America had established different projects in Afghanistan but later on left the communism that the Americans disliked affecting their decision to support Afghanistan. Later on America moved to Pakistan while punishing the Soviet Union leading to inconsistency in the foreign policy.
Occurrence of 9/11 attack
It is well known that the Middle East has a vast amount of oil riches, which has put it on the world map. America particularly has been very interested in the oil over some years now. Even before the 9/11, America had deeply rooted itself in the Middle East with different reasons. It goes back to the years of Roosevelt, which led to the signing of oil treaties and protection. America was to protect the Arab nation that was to supply them with oil. It can be said that America has always wanted to be involved in the Middle East. Since then the U.S made it their task to protect the entire area and preserve the oil flow from the nations. The American government would deal with any disruptions caused. 
The problem came about when there were problems between Israel and the other Muslims countries where the United States chose a side, to defend Israel and this did not go well with the nations that had signed the oil treaty claiming that the U.S was going against the agreement to protect them. There was a series of supplies to different regions for their support in removing governments or fighting for different reforms. Military force was installed in the Middle East. It was kind of unethical and self-serving, but the country was protecting their interest in the region, which was oil acquisition.
U.S activities in Middle East before the 9/11 attack  
There were several incidents of unrest in the Saudi Arabia and Iran and with the conflict, looming the U.S got involved with a view of solving the situation because it was hindering the production of oil and world peace. There were also cases of human injustices that prompted and made it more justified for the United States to get involved in matters of the region with fewer questions asked. Rebels and extremist have been around the region with different one trying to remove the ruling family or leader. 
The break of the Iranian revolution was very significant in the Gulf region it forged the way forward in the years to come. Saddam Hussein was the instigator of the problem as he attacked Iran to stem his power in Iraq. He aimed at attacking the oil of Iran and taking over control, the regions around the oilrigs were badly hit and affected. Hussein was driven by the American policy on oil. Oil and military power were linked with the domination of oil making one have protection. Kuwait having rich oil reserves requested to get protection from potential oil raids (Gause, 2009). Saddam Hussein had many problems after not sorting out the war with Iran and in attacking Kuwait an ally with the United States they called upon war on themselves. This was an act against the foreign policies of the U.S and they acted on the same by giving sanctions to Iraq and at the end, Saddam was killed by his compatriots for war crimes that he had committed in his years as president.
According to Gause (2009), the United States got involved in the Iraq-Iran war when they destroyed a fleet of Iranian ships after it was seen as though they were attacking Kuwait. Kuwait had received protection from the United States, but this just escalated the problems in the region. There was tension about the Iranian power and this back and forth with the war between Iran and Iraq brought about problems between America and Iraq. America was very much involved in all the events that occurred in the region. Saddam being desperate in need of a way out for his countries debt, he resorted to attacking Kuwait to stop them from exporting cheap oil. This viewed as terrorism, and America took part in defending the Kuwait independence.
The U.S was claimed to be involved in supporting various attacks on Muslims by different countries. Cases of Chechnya, United States presence in the oil region and Iraq problems were pinned to the U.S.
Response to the 9/11 attack 
Policies were implemented that were more strict and this led to the adoption of rooting out terror all over the world which brought about the attack on Afghanistan in a bid to root out the infamous Taliban leader Osama, who had claimed responsibility for the 9/11 bombing. The war lasted for quite some time. The full force of the American army was in a fight against the Taliban. As the main pillar in their foreign policy became war on terror, in Somalia, they helped a little to deal with the insurgence. Syria and other Middle Eastern countries have been in the war at times for the sake of terror. America went to war for the same reason in retaliation to the actions of the Taliban. This was a bit inconsistent with the preach for world peace.


Change of tack, foreign policies, and war on terror 
Anti-Americanism
Over years, there has been a serious case of dislike for the Americans and their policies. Different nations turn up to not like the way the American handle their business. The hate for anti-Americanism is a major issue in the contemporary world with problems coming up due to this. The attacks on American embassies and people are evident of this problem all over the world, although some areas it is too much aggressive and uncalled for. In some quarters, it is not about the politics but religion. Israel and America have always been strong allies and the United States always supports Israel in whatever the case so the Muslim nations have hatred towards the Americans for the idea that they have a preferred treatment to the different religions. The assault on Muslim nations has also brought anti-Americanism.
According to Walt (2006), United States is considered a global bully and they should stop interfering with other nations business. The anti-Americanism is also another reason why the nations that are neighboring Afghanistan refused to assist to the United States when they were attacking. Issues with the United States have not come up in recent years these are problems that have been there ever since. Beginning from the Reagan time and Roosevelt there were issues with the Middle Eastern governments on matters of providing oil to the world and favorable price. It is believed that the United States usually put themselves first and always view their way as the right on. Issue of religion and profits are the major concerns in this case and provide a real headache when it comes to dealing with international issues. 
American and global war on terror 
Americans have a conflicting idea of the way one should deal with threats. They believe in military power for security and none negotiation with perpetrators of terror. This is not the same with other nations of the world including the European nations. War should be the last thing that comes to the table after all other methods have refused. America usually fights for its reasons, and many nations do not like the way they handle their business but have to deal with it. 
Some of the foreign policies are merely for self-gain, but other have been embraced by almost everyone. Matters such as the need for a good judiciary, election misconduct eradication and freedom to speak as one likes are deeply rooted in the American global goals. Some countries have benefited from the involvement of the United States in their business and in return, the states United States have benefited. Military training of different countries’ has taken place in the United States to help deal with matters of terrorism with weapons and funds also being provided. The case with Sudan, the United States played a role in the independence of Southern Sudan from Sudan to reduce the conflict that was greatly affecting the region. The Soviet Union at some point requires the aid of the united nation in conjunction with the United States to resolve their differences and break apart.
The patriot act 2011
After 9/11, the war on terror by the U.S took a sharp turn; more money from the budget was pumped into defense and security with new technologies coming into play. A global was enhanced, and more surveillance and intelligence created. Any form of terror that would occur the Americans were ready to solve it. 
The changes that have come up in the foreign policies are that now the focus is on dealing with terror and defense (Walt, 2006).  Any other issue that is entailed in the foreign policy all is enclosed in this umbrella that global terrorism should be fought, and America is getting a great deal of support for this. Walt (2006) suggests that the foreign policy of America should include the fostering of a good relationship with Middle Eastern countries, control of weapons of mass destruction and managing the antiterrorist coalitions that it has formed.
The patriot act was signed recently by President Obama to renew the clause that was set by the precedent president. It contains details of cases where national security is put before any individual. If one is suspected to be of a terrorist affiliation, the government agencies have the right to obtain details of the person even if it infringes on their rights. Surveillance in the United States has been improved by this, and most of the activities are monitored to see if there is any terror like activities to take place. This has gone a long way to improving the countries national security intelligence on countering terrorism. Few cases of terrorism have been reported, and others have been stopped before they even start.
The PNAC- Project for the New American Century
Another upcoming was the project for the new American century, which had its officials in the pentagon and white house when the 9/11 occurred. PNAC is built for military privatization and energy. 
PNAC and invasion in Iraq 
It led to misleading information flowing to the Whitehouse where they ended up attacking Iraq. The PNAC had their reasons for the attack it could before the energy and acquisition of private oiling rights in the region. For the war in Iraq, it was an unforeseen and uncalculated move that was prompted by Rush decision-making and poor advisor. All this led to the continual hatred by the Arab nations on the Americans although in this case was due to specific individual interests. The Americans we advised wrongly and ended up losing a lot in the end and causing undue human right violations on the Iraq people.
Although there are different, theories surround the PNAC some of them being that it had a reason for not acting on the warnings that it had received about the attacks on U.S soil.

Conclusion
The changes in foreign policies in America have come a long way, every president who comes in usually has their own flagship that bears a case for the same policies. Obama coming in was through the thought that troops sent for peacekeeping missions in the Middle Eastern countries would be called back and interference with foreign politics would be minimal. The paper has covered basic units in the events that occurred in the past with the various military actions that have led to uprising retaliation and even war. The case of 9/11 attacks was a course taken for retaliation against American interference with foreign matters then came the war with Afghanistan and previously the Second World War and the Cold War.
The policies in the United States have in great effect shaped the future for better global security and protection from terror although the problem still persist as new policies are formed the terrorists have a counter in place. The development of ISIS is one that has brought about a lot of stress on international security as people are being killed aimlessly by the terrorist. The protection of the home nation from terrorism to some extent has been well received but in other countries, Americans are still being hurt by the problems. The policies put in place were very important although they came later after the event had already taken place and many had died. If only the resolve could have been reached earlier on it would have been better for everyone involved. Foreign policies have had inconsistencies due to the lack of a straightforward intention by the U.S the previous administrations of Clinton and bush failed in implementation of this with different problems occurring. There has been a need to forge plan that will provide both the self-interest of the nation and a worldwide peace and coercion making the foreign policies consistent with the contemporary world.
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