HH216 The West in the Modern World

Fall Semester 2016

Essay #1 topic:

From the opening shots of the American War of Independence in 1775 to the conclusion of the Latin American Wars of Independence in 1830, the transatlantic world endured a more or less constant state of war, with unprecedented effects across Europe, the Americas, and the Caribbean. The peoples fighting these “revolutionary wars,” “national wars,” “wars of liberation,” or “wars of independence” not only transformed the conduct of warfare and the nature of armies, but also profoundly changed the nature of civil societies and the lives of the men and women within them. Describe the specific ideals of the Enlightenment that contributed to them, explain the commonalities and differences between the revolutions in both origins and outcomes, and assess the ways the revolutions were truly “revolutionary.” (Due via SafeAssign on BB by 1100 on Tuesday Oct 11 with a hard copy due in class)

Guidance:

Writing about history requires building—and sustaining—an argument. Your essay must have a clear argument (position, point of view, thesis, assertion) supported by relevant information found in the course readings and presented during course lectures. Your essay must have a definite introduction and conclusion, be written persuasively and coherently, and employ specific detail. Prepare a draft outline before you start writing your essay . . . this helps a great deal! Write boldly! Do not let quotations speak for you—express your thoughts in your own words; do not merely regurgitate what someone else thinks! Your essay should express your thoughts, rather than simply paraphrase information or interpretations found in your source materials.

Your essay will be graded on organization, cogency of argument, and grammar. I am well aware this is a history course and not an English class and that most of you are STEM majors. However, if you cannot convey your thoughts clearly, you cannot expect the “A” grade. Proofread your papers carefully and double-check your spelling—spellcheck programs do not catch everything!

Additional tips on style will be posted on the course’s Blackboard page.

Requirements:

Length: No less than 1600 words and no more than 2000 words (roughly 6-8 pages).

Format: Typed, double-spaced, in Times New Roman, 12 pt. font, with 1” margins all around and pages numbered. Must include word count.

Citations: As a rule, historians rely on the Chicago Manual of Style (CMS) as the appropriate format for citations in papers, and I expect you to use it in this course. Guides on style and citation format will be provided via the course’s Blackboard page. Make sure you refer to them.

Citation managers are very helpful (e.g., Zotero), but you must ensure they provide the proper CMS format.

Note: No online sources are permitted, unless they are from reputable academic sources. If you have a question about a specific online source, please ask me.

Submission: Submit your paper to SafeAssign by uploading a Word file on BB. Use the follow

naming convention for the file: LastnameFirstnameHH216essay1.pdf.

