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Compare-Contrast Essay On Texting And Writing
The two primary through which human beings communicate is through written or spoken word. Academic writing has been an age-long practice in the formal system and is always taken seriously, but texting is an emerging trend especially among the youths who more than anything would rather spend hours chatting on the mobile gadgets than talking to one another verbally (Cullington 95). In whichever case, effective communication only takes place if the parties involved understand each other. For purposes of the current discussion, this paper focuses on communication through the written word with a particular interest in exploring the similarities and differences between texting and academic writing.
The two are similar in that they enable communication to take place without the use of spoken words. Texting, as well as academic writing, becomes an excellent way of communicating with people especially because one does not need to utter a word to have their thoughts and ideas put across. This reduces chances of verbal interruption in both.
Also, both help in keeping records because what is written lasts longer and enables people to retrieve the writer’s comments whenever they wish. In other words, texting and academic writing give the reader a chance to re-visit previous writings to refresh their memories whenever necessary.
Again, the alphabet and numerals play crucial roles. Whatever is said whether in text or academic writing letters A-Z and numbers 0-9 play center-stage. Remove these, and you have nothing to put across. These means that the two are indispensable in both.
However, texting and academic writing differ significantly especially in terms of grammatical rules. For example, although both use numbers and letters of the alphabet to communicate through written words, phrases, and sentences, their sentence is quite different. In texting the syntax is brief and is like a coded message understood only by a specific group and in a particular context while in academic writing, proper syntax plays a crucial role and is used grammatically to ensure that the message can be understood by everyone.
Again, rules of punctuation differ between the two. In academic writing proper and accurate punctuation is mandatory but in texting, who cares? As long as the intended message is delivered, punctuation is irrelevant. Sentences in texting are therefore characterized by omissions, improper capitalization rules. “G” in texting is the most omitted letters in words ending with “ing’ and is not replaced with an apostrophe as would be the case in academic writing.
Another notable difference is in regards to referencing. Whereas academic writing requires coherent structuring, development, organization, and presentation of ideas backed up with evidence from research, texting requires none of these. In texting, it is all about saving time and delivering the message as soon as possible or “asap” as a text would put it. This brings to mind the texting trend of using symbols, signs or letter to present other things that are only correctly interpreted contextually. For example, instead of writing hugs and kisses [academic writing], texting would have it as XOXO, and so on; a trend that Cullington refers to as textspeak (91).
Therefore, texting and academic writing are similar in the sense that both are forms of communication through written word and characterized by letters, phrases, and sentence structure. But, they differ in that whereas texting is quite informal, academic writing is formal. Sentence structure, grammar, and punctuation rules are strictly followed in academic writing but ignored in texting.
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