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Latest research news reveal that an innovative collaboration between developmental psychologists and neuroscientist investigating how the brain of an infant processes the actions of people provides ground breaking evidence that directly links overt social behavior in infants and neural responses from the motor system (Sciencedaily.com, 2016). According to the researchers, the study harnessed the divergence in infant’s behavioral and neural responses “as a novel method for evaluating the potential relations social behavior and motor system activation” (Filippi, Cannon, Fox, Thorpe, Ferrari, & Woodward, 2016. p.1). The research hypothesis is that motor system activation predict an infant’s subsequent imitation of behavior. The electroencephalography (EEG) is used to measure and record neural activities of 36 7-month-old infants as they respond to the experiment.
At the same time, event-related desynchronization (ERG) was employed at the central sites for assessment during the process and stage of action observation as a function of the infant’s subsequent behaviour. The results support the researchers’ hypothesis. In this case, the study findings indicate that the infant’s later propensity to reproduce the goal-directed behaviour of the experimenter was predicted by mu desynchronization during the execution of an action. On this note, the researchers candidly note that the results of this research study on infants to determine if and how infants’ imitation of people’s behavior is predicted by the child’s motor system activation is first of its kind. In other words, Filippi et al. (2006) maintain that their results provide the first evidence that the imitation of other individual’s goals during infancy is predicted by activation of the infant’s motor system.


This research study is properly analyzed in popular media. On this note, Sciencedaily.com (2016, is a source for the latest research news. This media’s article titled “Social Thinking IN The Infant Brain Revealed” has done an accurate job in relating the findings and conclusions of the research study conducted by Filippi et al. (2016). To begin with, the article introduction provides a concise yet comprehensive summary of the research study, and in addition to that, the media article opens by mentioning the credibility of the research based on the professional qualifications and authority in the matter. On this note, the Sciencedaily.com (2016) article mentions that the study is a collaboration of both developmental psychologists and neuroscientists. It then goes on to explain the premise of the research, in terms of the sample size and their age and how the process was conducted. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]For example, it notes that each of the 36 7-mont-old babies observed the actor/experimentor reach for one of two toys. Immediately afterward, the infant would be allowed to pick one of the same toys and this process was repeated twelve times. These are just some of the crucial details that the article presents. To enhance its analytical accuracy, the media article incorporates views of other credible researcher in the fields of neuroscience and developmental psychology in regards to the research study in question. Some of the noted opinions are from scholars such as Boston University’s Helen Tager-Flusberg, a professor of psychology and brain sciences. However, the article fails to discuss in detail the concept of mu desynchronization that appears in the original research paper. However, this does not negatively affect the reader’s understanding. I therefore believe that a lay reader, without experience reading scholarly sources, would get an accurate view of the original research just from reading the news story because it presents an excellent analysis of the study.

