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Self-driving cars have been highlighted in the news recently because of their ability to reduce traffic congestion, emissions and fatal accidents.  These vehicles can detect their surroundings and make decisions based on computer algorithms. However, there are concerns about how a car should be programmed to respond to a collision. For example, in an unavoidable accident, should the car be programmed to protect the driver at all costs or try to minimize total lives lost? If the car is programmed to reduce total lives lost, and in doing so, potentially kill the driver, would anyone buy such a vehicle? 
If a human is driving in the same scenario, the driver would react in panic and the decision would be considered a reaction versus a predetermined decision. However, the programmers are writing the algorithms for these cars months or even years before the accident happens. Therefore, some could argue that it should be considered pre-meditated murder. Programmers should not be held liable for programming these vehicles that lead to a death of an individual. The programmers were following a protocol that was arranged by their employer that vastly helps reduce overall traffic fatalities.

