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The Cause for Parent’s Worry over Children’s Interactions with Strangers
In an article authored by Skenazy (2016) in The Wall Street Journal and titled “A parent’s nightmare- increasingly unlikely,” parent should worry more about children’s abandonment in their upraising rather than the dangers of interacting with a stranger. However, there are causes for parents to worry about their children’s interaction with strangers. While the rates of child kidnapping have reduced tremendously in the recent times, no parent would wish to have their child counted among the few who are kidnapped. Again, the notions of murder and sexual assault as popularized in abduction cases are major causes of fear among parents. There are no expectations, therefore, for parents to depict confidence in their children’s communication with strangers.
The period that followed the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on the US was characterized by a focus on high level of child abduction in the National news media. Most of the stories delved into the kidnapping of Caucasian girls by male strangers at midnights, a factor that became a nightmare to every parent. The abduction stories heightened the perceptions of girls’ vulnerability, masculine violence, and malice in strangers (Duvall & Moscowitz, 2011). The systematic victimization of the girl child by the news media embodied new social norms about childhood, family, and sexuality. Among the abduction cases that made headlines during this era include that of a 7-year old girl, Danielle van Dam, in San Diego in February 2002 who was killed; 14 year old girl from Salt Lake City who was kidnapped in June 2002 but was lucky to get back home alive; and 5 year old Samantha who was kidnapped and killed in July 2002 (Duvall & Moscowitz, 2011). Each of these cases involved a Caucasian girl belonging to a middle or upper class family and who was taken away from home by a male foreigner. The utilization of myth in abduction stories coverage determines the social control of occurrences and also the cultural perception of parenthood, children, and sexuality. This further affects the cultural definition of a stranger, crime, and community (Duvall & Moscowitz, 2011). The presentation of the girl child as a vulnerable being and the male stranger as a kidnapper in these cases, for instance, may create fear among parents and determine how the girl child is brought up in the presence of males, including those that are part of the family. The presentation of middle to upper class families as the most vulnerable to abduction occurrences creates perceptions of more danger for those in the lower class families due to the development of the perception that it would be difficult to protect their children if those of the upper class, who are the most powerful and influential in the society, are experiencing difficulties in doing so. Eventually, children’s communication with strangers becomes a phenomenon that must be avoided by all in society for the sake of protecting the children, especially girls (Duvall & Moscowitz, 2011).       
The notion of sex trafficking is another occurrence that is emphasized in news media coverage of kidnapping occurrences, with girls of age 12 to 17 falling victim in such incidences. In the year 2011, 16% of the kidnappings in the US were founded on this purpose. This number was estimated at 17, with girls being the victims in this case. In the United Kingdom, abduction cases and the additional abuse by strangers are also at the core of parental fear when it comes to offering children the freedom to interact which whoever they meet (Stokes, 2009). However, Skenazy (2016) argues that this is not something that parents should worry so much about when they allow their children to engage in outdoor activities and games. Again, crimes that target children have reduced at a high rate, especially due to technological advancements that enable fast tracking of such occurrences. Most victims of abduction, estimated at 92%, can now get back to their homes alive unlike before when chances of survival were very minimal (Skenazy, 2016). What creates the greatest worry in parent’s perception of abduction and stranger interactions is that the occurrences and the associated threats flood one’s imaginations in every endeavor; parents are ever bothered about them; Hollywood movies that perpetuate the myths about abduction are created and watched by parents all over; friends and close acquaintances spread videos via social media demonstrating the ease with which strangers entice kids with puppies and other attractive items; police undertake patrols and at times arrest guardians who allow children to go to school alone or engage in outdoor activities without supervision, due to the misconception of the likelihood for child abduction  (Skenazy, 2016). These and other factors are a cause for parents to deny their children a chance to interact with strangers.
In conclusion, cases of children abduction are at the core of parental fear in allowing their children to communicate with strangers. Most of the abduction cases presented by the news media create a myth that embeds specific mentalities and imaginations about abduction. Parents are even afraid of allowing their children to engage in outdoor activities due to the misconception that abduction is inescapable. Police go to an extent of arresting guardians who allow their children to engage in outdoor activities without supervision. The distribution of abduction news and their likelihood to occur, coupled with the ease of their occurrences as depicted through videos disseminated via the social media, perpetuates a culture where children are vulnerable and thus should not be left in the hands of strangers. As such, the world is faced with a challenge where most children have to remain indoors despite the tremendous decrease in child abduction cases and technological advancements that enable fast tracking of such occurrences. Parental fear of children’s interaction with strangers is, therefore, not expected to end any soon.   
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