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Golden Age Radio Drama
[bookmark: _GoBack]Before television came, the dominant home entertainment medium was the radio, and listening was just as fun and entertaining as watching is today. The Golden Age of Radio was an era of radio programming between the 1930s through 1950s. This entertainment medium was comprised of a variety of genres and formats and thousands of people tuned in to listen to their favorite programs. Some of the most popular dramas of this era include drama series, “War of the Worlds” by Orson Welles and a play in verse, “The Fall Of The City” by Pulitzer Prize Winner, Archibald MacLeish. However, according to Christopher Sterling, the art of creating drama for radio was quite challenging because it lacked visual device and solely depended on dialogue, sound, and description to tell the story (291). Therefore, the narrators of the radio dramas influenced the listeners differently depending on the content of the story as well as the narrator’s delivery skills.
“Welles’s “War of the Worlds” was a most influential drama of the golden age radio. The narrator is praised for successfully crafting the most notorious broadcasting prank in radio history (Montague Np). The most notable influence that this drama/prank had on the listener is that it aroused great terror among the American listenership. It aired on 30th October 1938, the eve of Halloween, and claimed that New Jersey had been invaded by Martians [aliens from Mars]. It was an adaptation of H.G. Wells’s 40-year-old novel going by the same title, and Welles and his team did a wonderful job converting it into fake news bulletins. Although there was a hoax, citizens mistook it for the truth, and this caused a nationwide hysteria. The influence was negative as listeners made anxious calls to the newspaper offices and the police, and massive because it caused a mass panic (Schwartz Np). 
On the other hand, MacLeish’ “The Fall of The City” which had been broadcasted earlier than Welles’s had a different influence on the listeners. Its focus is on the ambiguous relationships that people have with freedom. It was received by the audience as an activist indictment against the unchallenged emergence of Fascism in Europe (Montague Np). The Speech on Freedom was delivered with so much clarity and conviction that the listeners had no choice but to agree with the narrator. The technical achievement of a near-perfect balance further enhanced its entire production. It is argued that it did not only influence listeners outside the radio industry but also those within the industry. On this note, this broadcast greatly influenced Welles and gave him great ideas for his radio productions in works such as “The War of the Worlds.” Welles’ broadcast influenced the masses to open their eyes and minds and see what was happening to them and more especially, their freedom (Heyer 32).
Apparently, during the Golden Radio Age, radio was so realistic that it had the ability to command a nationwide influence on its listeners. This reality and influence are brought out perfectly through Orson Welles’s CBS broadcast on the eve of Halloween in the “War of the Worlds.”a Panicked listeners believed that the Martians had really invaded New Jersey. The narrators of radio drama such as Archibald MacLeish in his “The Fall of The City” influenced listeners to consider issues of freedom in the rise of Fascism in Europe.
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