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The primary purpose that makes most people seek education is to broaden the mind as well as increase the chances to gain access to better and higher opportunities in life – at least, this is what comes to the minds of many whenever we talk about education. However, it is apparent that different individuals cite different reasons for pursuing education, and more so, college education but on a close examination of these reasons, there is a clear indication that they are founded on self-interest and revolve around the concept and need for proper self-fashioning. In other words, people seek education because they feel that it will offer them the best chance to take be in charge of things and take control of their lives. This paper’s argument will be formulated in regards to the main ideas of self-hood and self-fashioning as presented and discussed by scholar and political theorist, Nannerl O. Keohane in her 2013 article titled “Self-Fashioning in Society and Solitude: On Crafting A Liberal-Arts Education.” Hopefully, ideas expressed in this paper will be a significant contribution to the larger academic conversation by shedding light on what we think when we talk about education.
In summation, the central claim that Keohane (2013) makes in the article is that education experience is unique for each person, and therefore each student must use available materials and resources wisely. This idea is based on the foundation of an even more specific central argument of self-fashioning that the scholar strongly holds. On this note, the scholar maintains that it [self-fashioning] is part of the longstanding purpose of higher education, especially in the sciences and liberal arts. In other words, higher education purposes to help students fashion, create, and recreate themselves rather than just letting experiences and events sweep them along without their conscious participation. 
 
Education helps to bring the best out of people by enabling them to reach and tap into their full potential. This is the primary goal of public education and universities. Students are offered a golden chance to meet with people from diverse backgrounds, and in the process, they share ideas, opinions, and experiences that enable them to broaden their perspectives on different aspects of life. By so doing they stand a chance of becoming better global citizens able to embrace and appreciate the beauty of diversity in all scopes of life. On this note, Keohane (2013) argues that over and above everything, education ought to help the student make something new and better for themselves. The scholar further claims that besides the job-specific skills and experiences derived from schooling, education creates a path for the student to decide the exact person that they want to become away from the person that he or she has been taken to be. This is much of what being liberal is about.
However, although this was perhaps viewed as the traditional purpose of education; it seems that this trend is changing with time. On this note, it seems that current students prioritize job-skills over and above everything. Keohane (2013) notes this as well and reasserts that by so doing, students are missing out on the central importance of education. At the same time, Jones (Nd) notes that today, students seem to have everything figured out – they know exactly what they will do after any level of education. The scholar also notes that the main all the reasons cited by students for pursuing higher education revolve around getting good papers which will, in turn, open a chance for the student to get their dream job that in turn guarantees a handsome pay. This is what the current student thinks about in regards to the concept of education.


There are people who think that the Liberal Arts are not as good as the sciences. Or as Jones (Nd) puts it, some people who are in the Liberal Arts disciplines and many who are not pursuing courses within the Liberal Arts field believe that these courses are useless. However, the scholar dedicates his entire article to prove that there is an advantage in being useless. It is true that people think that pursuing a Liberal Arts degree provides less satisfaction because such students are at a higher risk of lacking a job immediately after graduation, and once they get it, the starting salary is low. However, if employment and income are the sources of happiness derived from education, Jones (Nd) points out that the Liberal Arts degree holder will be happiest because at their mid-career they earn more that holders of degrees in other disciplines. What this implies is that most people just think about the period immediately after graduation – forgetting that that laughs last is the one that actually laughs best. Therefore, regardless of what people think, Liberal Arts Degree holders have the last laugh.
Therefore, a broad Liberal Arts education be valued in its own right. This will allow students to think about their educational and professional choices based on their passion and individual desires rather than on the job placement and income expectations. In other words, it is high time that the universities and education systems in general have a rethink and put an end to the current prioritization of job placement and career prioritization such as self-development, happiness, passion, and satisfaction among others. It is therefore not a wonder that Keohane (2013) seems to be interested in how the concept of education, and specifically the Liberal Arts, can be employed in the understanding of the larger specific concept of self-hood in relation to students and education.
 
On this note, it becomes apparent that the understanding of one of the concepts significantly enhances the readers understanding of the other. For example, Jones (Nd) notes that education [in particular Liberal Arts Degree] fosters and call for creativity, confidence, and imagination, enable people to communicate, and also require “some creativity and unguided exploration” (Jones, Nd. p7). This implies that the individual is equipped with all the necessary skills and knowledge to move steps ahead and become the best they can be. On a more specific note, Keohane (2013) categorically states that the “formation of selfhood that depends on having somebody else shape you like a work of art falls short of forming a successful human being” (Np). This simply means that a chance to higher education, and more so, to study a Liberal Art Course provides an opportunity for one to be in charge of his/her life – the student gets a chance to be the artist [designer] rather than the piece of art [design]. In other words, they are solely in control of their lives both in and out of school.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Therefore, the thoughts that people have in their minds whenever they think about education differ from one person to the other. Whereas there are those who think of education for the mere purpose of job placement and career prioritization; there are those who think of it as an opportunity to build the self and tap into their maximum potential. This is the best and most crucial goal because it enables the individual to have an all-round development academically, socially, and career-wise. In regards to the Liberal Arts, it is apparent that having an understanding of the Liberal Arts and what it entails, it becomes easier to understand the concept of self-hood and self-fashioning. In other words, students should be the designers [in control] and not the designs [controlled] in education and life.
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