Surname 4

Name
Instructor
Class
Date
History Analysis
The following paper aims at analyzing a document from the past and identifying some of its historical significance. The document is titled “I Must Of Course Have Something of My Own before Many More Years Have Passed over My Head” and is a letter from one Sally Rice Leaves to her father dating back to 1838 and 1845. The letter was represents the history of American family, independence, farm, and factory life during the mid-1800s. It represents a time during where America was still modernizing and most Americans were trying to fit or make it in life from all the numerous hardships witnessed in those years. Most Americans during this period were still struggling to live decent lives after the American Revolution in the 1700s. It was the age of industrialization where people struggled especially economically and socially. During this time, slaves worked in cotton farms illustrating the increased economic gains of cotton farming. The letter was addressed to the parents of the author or Sally Rice Leaves.  Rice addresses the letter to her father and mother by stating “Dear Father and Mother” (Nell 51).  This document was written to communicate the process of a teenager becoming independent from her family and starting her own life. The author quotes that “I am most 19 years old. I must of course have something of my own before many more years have passed over my head. And where is that something coming from if I go home and earn nothing” (Nell 52) to illustrate the reason why the letter was written.
A. The first thing the document says about life at that time is that life was hard especially for farmers in Vermont due to the dry climate. Rice writers to her father that:
“What can we get off that rocky farm only 2 or 3 cows. It would be another thing if you kept 9 or 10 cows and could raise corn to sell...It surely would be cheper for you to hire a girl one that would be contented to stay in the desert than for me to come home and live in trouble all the time” (Nell 52).  
B. The second thing about life is that cotton farming was common and working in cotton mills paid better than other casual jobs such as housework. Rice again writer to her father that:
“I have woven 4 weeks and have woven 6.89 yds. We have one dollar and 10 cents for a hundred yards… If I can make 2 dollars per week besides my board and save my clothes and shoes I think it will be better than to do housework for nine shillings. I mean for a year or two” (Nell 54).
C. The third thing is that life during this time surrounded around religion in that most people believed in Christianity and God. Rice restates her focus to return to her faith and maintain her trust in God by stating:
“Yes I trust I have and bless God… I feel I am perfectly willing to give up all into the hands of God and will try to lead a better life than I have done” (Nell 55).
In conclusion, the events occurring after the period at which the document was historical especially during the reign of Abraham Lincoln and the Era of Reconstruction. The periods after the document was authored also represents the Emancipation executive order given to abolish slavery. It also marked the start of the progressive era in the 1900 where America became increasingly industrialized. 
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