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The University of Texas at Austin

UT High School

Literary Essay / Short Story Rubric

Writing will be scored according to the following three categories: Organization, Development, and Language/Style.
Each of these categories is worth a total of ten points possible, as is represented by the score numerals across the
top. Scores for each category will be based on how the quality of the writing best fits the descriptions in each
category. If writing quality fits best between two descriptions, the boxed numeral between the two categories will be
the score for that category. The final score of the essay will be the sum of the three category scores divided by a total
of 30 points possible. (See score conversion chart below.)
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Organization
and Plot

Structure of
the story is
not evident.

Few, if any
details are
evident in the
story.

Structure of
story is hard
to follow.

Details do not
contribute to
the storyline.

Structure of
story is
evident but
often
wanders.

Some details
contribute to

Structure of
story for the
most part is
appropriate.

Most details
contribute to
story.

Structure of
story is clear
and
compelling.

All details
contribute to
the storyline.

story.

distracting.

Story is not story.
Story is focused. Generally, the | Story sustains
confusing Story does not | story a clear focus.
and/or maintain maintains
incomplete. focus. focus.
Development of | Little Development | Development | Development | Development
Storyline development | of the storyis | of the story is | of the storyis | of the story is
of a story is weak. minimal. for the most robust and
evident. o part characters
o Story has no Story is trite. appropriate. seem real.
Storyline is depth.
minimal or Story is Story is
nonexistent. original. engaging and
thoughtful.
Language/Style | Word choice Word choice Word choice Word choice Word choice
does not is vague. is somewhat is clear and and sentence
match task. appropriate, contributes to | structure are
Sentence but lacking in | an appropriate | precise,
No sentence | structure is precision. tone. purposeful,
boundaries. awkward. and contribute
Grammar | Grammar | g URR | SRR |0 he overal
errors disrupt | errors distract - quality of the
present but minor and not essay.
fluency of the | from the story. | . distracting.




