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Introduction
The Zero-tolerance policies administered in the Texas School System are meant to authorize certain chastisement, ranging from suspension to expulsion, for personal misconduct with limited deviation room. Proponents of this policy assert that it enhances behavioral change and eliminates violence in schools by deterring students to engage in unwarranted behaviors. However, opponents of this policy believe it should be reviewed because it is affecting even those that did not deserve punishment. This essay is going to use the Toulmin method of argument to explain why the Zero Tolerance Policy in the Texas School system does more harm than good.
The Toulmin Method of evaluation
The Toulmin method uses the following steps: Issue, Grounds, Warrant, Backing, Qualifiers, and Rebuttal. 
Issue
The Zero Tolerance Policy in Texas Schools should be eliminated because it is causing more harm than good. 
Grounds
According to Blackburn (2016), a student was suspended for rushing a student that had dropped on the floor after an asthma attack to the nurse. When Tishica Fisher had an asthma attack, she started wheezing, gaggling, and eventually fell onto the classroom floor. The teacher did not want any action taken until she received an email reply from the nurse’s office (Blackburn, 2016). However, Ruelas quickly picked up the fallen student and rushed her to the nurse’s office, but he got suspended for assisting Fisher and saving her life. Another student, 12-year-old Indiyah Rush, was placed in placement for 30 days because of helping Alexis Kyle, a schoolmate with an inhaler (Hope, 2016). During a Gym class, Kyle started having an asthmatic attack, and Indiyah Rush was quick to share her inhaler with Kyle (Hope, 2016). However, Rush has to be punished because it is against the Texas Zero Tolerance to share her inhaler with another persona. Interestingly, an inhaler is classified as a controlled substance, thus categorizing it together with marijuana (Hope, 2016). Therefore, the consequences of having an inhaler are similar to those of having marijuana. It also emerges that many African American students get severe punishment compared to White students for the same misconduct (Heitzeg, 2009). It can thus be seen that the Zero Tolerance policy is causing more harm. People that do not deserve to be punished are being punished (Skiba et al., 2011). If saving people’s lives is criminal such that it warrants suspension from school, then the zero tolerance policies are not helpful.
Warrant
Innocent people or those that have acted as Good Samaritans will not be punished if the zero tolerance policies are abolished. Without these policies, there would be no law on which the actions would be gauged. Assisting a needy person with an inhaler is a life-saving act and thus would not be punished. Additionally, the elimination of the zero elimination policies would also reduce the number of students dropping out of school due to the suspensions that are administered. 

Backing
After this incident, Ruelas has decided to drop out from school, and his aunt will start homeschooling him (Blackburn, 2016). Ruelas is thus suffering because of assisting a student with special needs instead of being congratulated. It appears that good behavior is costly and it is affecting the acquisition of knowledge in schools, rather than motivating people to do well. 
Qualifier
There are high probabilities that the elimination of the zero tolerance policies would be helpful to the students and the entire society. Currently, student and teachers are unable to help in times of need for fear of being subjected to punishment. For example, the teacher in Ruelas’ case could not directly assist the student until she received an email reply from the nurse’s office (Blackburn, 2016). This action, although in line with the zero tolerance policy, could adversely affect the life of the troubled student. Tishica Fisher would have succumbed to her asthmatic condition had Ruelas not taken quick and decisive action to take her to the nurse’s office. Thus, to eliminate the fear of helping others when they are in need, the elimination of the zero tolerance policies would be helpful. 
Rebuttal
However, it should be noted that school dropout rates are not always caused by the zero tolerance policies administered in Texas schools (Skiba & Knesting, 2001). While it appears that the majority of students are dropping out of school because of the zero tolerance policies, they are not the only causes of dropout rates. Teske (2011) asserts that economic issues also affect families and thus lead to dropout rates. Other students have just decided to drop-out of school without having been subjected to the zero tolerance policies. The issue of dropouts is also being experienced in other regions where zero tolerance policies are not practiced. Therefore, it cannot be said that zero tolerance policies are solely responsible for school dropout rates. 
In conclusion, it can be argued that the zero tolerance policies exercised in Texas schools should be eliminated. Currently, the policies are causing more harm than good because they are contributing to students dropping out from schools. Additionally, it is causing fear whereby people may be afraid to help those in need for fear of getting punished for doing well.
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