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Monasticism and Feudalism
Monasticism is a religious practice where an individual fully dedicates his or her life into the spiritual work (Johnston 34). It is practiced in many churches including the Catholic and Orthodox churches. On the other hand, feudalism is about people working and fighting for the rich who would give them land as a form of payment during the Middle Ages in Europe (Nagle 6). The weak noblemen gave up their lands to the strong highly-trained military who would offer them protection in return. To mean land was used in exchange for the service of protection.
Monasticism shaped the society in the middle ages by offering education mainly to the boys in the society who wanted to join the priesthood and those interested in other professions. In the middle Ages, the monasteries took part in social work such as taking care for the sick and needy and providing food to the hungry (Johnston 46). It is through monasticism in the Middle Ages that the Bible was translated into Latin for the people to be able to read and copies were distributed to the society. Education and culture that had fallen during the fall of the Western Roman Empire were also revived, and the writing of ancient manuscripts by the monks and the important early Christian manuscripts in the monasteries contributed in preserving the western civilization (Taylor 23). It is monasticism that shaped the society by developing early medicines to treat the people and also led to the advancement of music and art. Monasticism also brought western capitalism as well as, new ways of agricultural production, division of labour and manufacturing (Johnston 40). It is responsible for providing social stability in Western and Eastern Europe during the middle ages.
Feudalism shaped the society in the middle ages by offering training to the boys who were to be soldiers and fought for the king. It is also provided clothes and weapons to the soldiers that were used in fighting during the middle ages (Nagle 21). It enhanced security and provided protection for the people in the society. The social system of the feudal made the people work in the land and in return get protection and in this working which included farmers and craftsmen they were able to earn a living. The feudalism introduced the act of production for consumption where the food produced was for consumption in the society and not for sale. It is feudalism that shaped the society by introducing extreme self-reliance where one had to work so as to cater for the needs and earn a daily living (Nagle 18).
These two movements have influenced the society today in that the Pope is still the head of the Roman Catholic Church and Christians still, observe the religious festivals like Easter and St. Valentine’s Day. Another influence is on the ruling the Kings still have more power than other leaders in a society of a monarchy government (Taylor30). Those that want to join priesthood undergo training as it was in the middle ages of monasticism and church education is offered to them. Christians also take care of the sick and give food to the needy an art influenced by monasticism. The translation of the Bible into various languages today is another influence from the movement. In the society today those that want to join the military still go for training and offer protection to the state as it was in feudalism.   
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