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Outline
    Education is as important as culture, heritage and family.
I. Education
II. 
a. What is Education and what benefits does it bring about?

III. Heritage

a. What is heritage?

b. Importance of heritage.

c. How it relates to education.

IV. Family
                  1. Family and its relation to education.




‘’Paper 5’’                                    Education and Heritage
Education
Education is a very important thing for us as human beings and there is the need to have it. This is because it enables us to live in the current ways of life and advance our own lives together with those around us. It is through education that we meet people that impact knowledge and skills that we would not get if not educated. This is supported from ‘’Everyday Use’’ a short story by Alice Walker. Dee has education and proves to live a different life than her sister Maggie who is not educated. This creates fear in Maggie of her sister for they are not in the same class level although they are raised together. ’’Maggie will be nervous until after her sister goes ...’’ [pg 2]
My idea is that we all get educated to avoid feeling inferior to others and know how to relate with them. Due to lack of education two sisters are unable to relate from Walker’s story. Maggie is uneducated and full of fear to the point that she cannot give Hakim-a-barber a handshake and a hug. ’’He moves to hug Maggie but she falls back...” Education will also make people to respect us a lot for we are way better and different from the uneducated. I believe when one does well in school we all feel happy and gain esteem. People want to relate with us because of our success and treat us with respect. ‘’I will wait for her in the yard that Maggie and I made so clean and wavy yesterday afternoon’’ [1].  The mother to Dee has a lot of respect for her and ensures that as she is coming home she finds it very clean to welcome her.
With education we are able to choose the kind of people we want to embrace in our lives but when uneducated we cannot choose. If we want to marry or get married we choose who suits us best when educated but uneducated will just settle for anyone just to fulfil the marriage law. ‘’She will marry John Thomas (who has mossy teeth in an earnest face)’’ [13]. Maggie has no choice of who to marry but gets to a man with mossy teeth since she is not educated.
Traditions
My other idea is that we should keep to our traditions despite having education. This is because our traditions define our evolvement bas in where we started and what we believe in before education comes in. Our heritage really matters a lot since as we just know east or west home is the best. Our heritage reveals what we believe and the real us.  In walker’s Everyday Use’’ we have Dee who throws out her family heritage to the point that she gives herself a different name than the one given by her mother. ’’Well I say ‘’Dee’’ .No mama not Dee, Wangero leewanika kemanjo!’’.The short story clearly reveals my opinion and argument that heritage is a very important thing. Even though we abandon it, it is still where we all started. We have to understand our present life and relate it to the traditions in our society. The clothes we wear today are as a result and improvement of what was born in the olden days. We have to relate what was there then to what we currently have. 
In Walker’s story we Dee is a girl born in the village but is confused on what heritage really means. She has abandoned the name Dee to Wangero as a way of showing solidarity to her ancestors but her mum values the name for family unity and can trace its origin from the grandmother Dee to big Dee. ‘’You know as well as me you was named after your aunt Dicie, Dicie is my sister ‘’[28] ‘’But who was she named after ? I guess after Grandma Dee.’’ As quoted the mother traces the origin of the name since she values her heritage but for Dee she does not for she is confused on heritage.
Family
As humans we need to value the families we come from since they are the first friends we get to have in our lives. Even though we get education and advance a lot in our lives we have to respect our families and take care of each other. If we do not make our sisters, mothers and other relatives to enjoy life as we do then there is no need of being happy in ours.  We should not look down upon our families even though we are better than them.’’ Don’t get up, says Dee, since I am stout it takes something of a push.’’ From this quotation Dee shows a lot of respect for her mother and does not have to force her old age to stand up and greet her. Despite being educated she has respect for her own mother who had to quit school in 1927 due to its closure. ‘’I never had education myself. After second grade the school was closed down. Don’t ask me why ....’’ [13]. Our families, we got to visit them even though we are educated and vacated from the village where they still are. It is not all about living in the towns and forgetting our relatives in the village.
 	We need to sometimes go and get their blessings even when we are not having important information and things to share with them ‘’When she was courting Jimmy T she did not have much time to pay us but turned all her fault finding power on him. He flew to marry a cheap gal from a family of ignorant, flashy people.’’[16].In walker’s story we see my idea of family supported. When Dee is courting a great man she forgets her family and does not visit them but later the man abandons her marrying a different girl and that is when Dee remembers to pay home visit. This is a very bad attitude to embrace from my opinion for it shows we care a lot about our spouses to the point of forgetting our roots. When things get worse that is when we run to them. Whether rich or having a spouse we should visit our families often. 
In conclusion my ideas and opinions are let us all get education for it is our main key to success and respect. The idea is that even though we embrace education; let us not forget we have our roots where we came from and our lineage. The pride of education should not make us abandon our traditions. Family is another idea that we ought to share and spend time with our families no matter how busy we are or who we are with.
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