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World War I in Color HD Episode 2 - Slaughter in the Trenches
Humans are always in constant wars, may they be physical or emotional. They always want to win these battles no matter how hard they are. That is the reason as to why people are always planning on how to execute their strategy on the battlefields the moment they establish that indeed battle lines have been clearly drawn. "Slaughter on the Trenches" is a documentary that seeks to highlight one tactic that was used during the First World War in 1915. The soldiers dug trenches that were premeditated to defend their position firmly while at the same time, trying to achieve a burst through into the enemy’s rear (Lucien, n.d).
Harry Patch, a German Former Captain perception about the trenches is they were not only backward but also caused mass death to the soldiers. The author further describes the situation of the mass slaughter as one of the worst ever experienced conditions (Lucien, n.d). This is because brave men were led to their deaths due to what he terms as incompetency on the part of their commanders who were driven by class yet very backward. The forty-nine minutes episode also focuses on the war on the western front side which was at its peak as at 1915 (Lucien, n.d). Communication is a challenge because the messengers had to run deep into the night and it was a miracle if they arrived safely without any injury. At night, one sentry would keep watch while others sleep and they would do this n turn as we see from the documentary.
Kitzen Lucien also explains how the soldiers used gas to dislodge the enemy. Many critiques argue that it was an immoral way of killing the men who swore to protect their country. However, death is death whether moral or not. The gasses used were chlorine, phosgene, and mustard gas (Lucien, n.d). However, as much as it was an efficient manner to inundate the enemy logistically, a counter attack was soon launched. The soldiers would urinate on their handkerchief and put it on their face to disable the poison.
There were primitive medicines at that time mainly antibiotics to treat dysentery (Lucien, n.d). The sanitary conditions were pathetic leading to poor hygiene. Historians argue that despite all these, the trench killed more soldiers as compared to the combat (Lucien n.d). In the documentary, we are shown the soldiers taking care of each other in the trenches. One instance that stands out is one that shows a soldier shaving the other. Despite the war, they also worried about their looks. The soldiers used a rifle, machine guns, which were invented by the Germans and used by them and the French (Lucien, n.d).Bayonet and hand grenades were also used in the war to attack the enemy at once as well as cause massive damage. 
Conclusively, from the documentary, one can learn that the title given was used to symbolize death among the fighters. It is what one can describe in layman’s language as a slaughter house. The moment one was recruited to join the army, they were referred to as volunteers. That meant a self-written death sentence because the possibilities of emerging out alive were nil. If only a better strategy could have been thought off critically, perhaps many lives would have been saved.
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