Eco-friendly practices have been on the rise i@ recent years with communities

e
s. However, there are still

depicting knowledge c@environmental conservation and awarenes

communities that are yet to realize the need for eco-friendly practices and the environment

remains under threat due to destructive human endeavors. El Bolson in Argentina and Seaton, in

Canada, are exemplary communities that have taken the initiative to demonstrate concem for the

environment and its wellbeing.
Taking the Initiative

Most eco-friendly practices experienced in the modern context are usually initiated by

either the government or t}(@nvironmental cons;(cation. Companies, in their

corporate responsibility 1mtiatives, also take the initiative to engage in environmental
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conservation endeavors as a way of ensuring the competitiveness of their Tirms.%he implication . " L/,Yl,.g

is that few communities, if any,
s

will start off the enviro
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one among the few that have integrated environmental conservation practices in their day to day
lives. Mobilization of the community is evidenced by the decision to lead environmentally
friendly lives which entail sensitizing community members topt;e responsive, emotionally and
physically, to the concerns of the environment in which they ‘dwell. El Bolson practices are
unique in that the location of this small city has received little attention with regard to

environmental concerns despite their commitment in the same. Secondly, this community leads
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life in distinct manners in comparison to the inhabitants of the US and Western Europe, 2 factor
that may add new knowledge in dealing with the environmental problems. Third, the eco-

friendly practices involved here are the initiatives of the locals and are, therefore, different from
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others that always await government’s intervention (Tjerring, 2013). W,\;l:? N_( g M»‘p

Seaton, in Canada, is another community that demonstrates simiér charactetistics with El
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Bolson in ma\’éers environment. Th’; community took the initiative to plan the establishment of
an eco-friendly community in north Pickering. This plan saw a developer go to court to challenge N e

the move. The High and Supreme Courts ruled in the community’s favor pointing out that the ’\M

community’s plan was final. The plan is expected to be the largest, most }ophisticated, an
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important environmental conservation initiative in Canada. lk‘glGaspens, the developer who had MD
challenged the move, finally admitted that every other land in Seaton depicted more sensitivity to YW
the environment as compared to his and, therefore, there was need for the plan to continue as per M

the court’s decision and the wish of the community (Gombu, 2007). '-'L

Sumnmafle

The Benefits of Taking the Initiative M N
A Cormne

By taking the initiative in the environmental conservation matters, the El Bolson {/
o

community has bene((}:rom the creation of a collectivist culture where each individual gets MD

involved in other community issues of concern (Tjerring, 2013). In Seaton, the mobilization of bOQL
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the community will attract the government’s intervention, needed in starting off the ’

/
environmental conservation project as hypothesized by the mayor of north Pickering (%Wu %

2007), more easily than if the community showed no concern in engaging i SR
’ g 1n such an initiative :
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The community’s initiative in environmental concerns is a prerequisite in the modern

context. While humans have always posed a major challenge by destroying the environment, i(é q(w b

time has come for them to act and react in a more eco-friendly manner to ensure the %O‘\’\/

sustainability of the lands in which they dwell. El Bolson and Seaton are We exemplary Of/{ MoV
s ~ haon :

communities 1n‘\t{1§);‘;e%?}%here the govemmentvi\rg\:vm may be necessary at the start, 1t

becomes easier with community mobilization than waiting for the government to take the J

Initiative in planning such endeavors. The benefits go to the communities involved in the long

run rather than the government. —, M 47 ) )
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