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Online Dating: Preferences and Consequences
The era of globalization comes with several advancements in the way of undertaking various activities. The advancements in technology have made communications easier by bringing together people from various parts of the world. Online dating is one of the major advancements brought about by the contemporary technological trends, particularly the internet. Through it, people have met online and arranged offline dates, some of which have led to enduring relationships and long-lasting marriages. Online dating is a tactic utilized by various individuals seeking temporary or long-term relationships and has both positive and negative repercussions for the users.
According to the Pew Research undertaken in 2013, online dating is a prominent characteristic of individuals in their 20s and mid 40s and also a preserve for most college students and urban residents in America (Smith & Duggan, 2013). 22% of youths aged between 25 and 34 and 17% middle-age individual between 35 and 44 years have an experience of using online dating sites. 38% of adults who are single have used online dating sites to find a partner at some point in their lives. 66% of people who date online have gone to an offline date with someone they met online. 23% of these daters are in a long-term relationship or marriage that culminated from interactions with someone in the dating sites (Smith and Duggan, 2013). With a change of attitude toward online dating, the trend for such relationships is expected to rise in the future.
Whereas in the past there was limitation to the number of people that one could integrate in his or her social circle, the internet today allows one to have as many circles as possible through accessibility to people who would have remained unknown or inaccessible. In addition, proximity is no longer an issue as the internet enables instant communication among people, through various social networking sites, without necessarily being in similar locations. Some of the interactions happen without the consciousness of those involved. For instance, one can explore someone’s profile and have some information about him or her before commencement of the actual interaction. This way, an individual can choose a mate with whom he or she shares some interests or background information in a bid to get a perfect match (Finkel, Eastwick, Karney, Reis & Sprecher, 2012). These are some of the reason why people prefer online to offline dating. 
Despite the positives of it, however, online dating has its downsides. For instance, some people view it as a desperate means of searching for a partner. Smith and Duggan (2013), however, report that the number of people who exhibit this view declined from 29% in 2005 to 21% in 2013. There is also the perception that online daters find it difficult to settle due to a wide range of partners to choose from. This claim was supported by 32% of participants in the category of internet users in the Pew Research of 2013 (Smith & Duggan, 2013). Where the online daters fail to obtain the attributes they expected from their partners, the break-up leads to frustrating consequences, such as blockage of such partners from further social networking interactions and deletion of photos taken during  offline face-to-face meetings and which were posted in the respective partners’ social sites, such as Facebook or Twiitter. Some online daters also search for the profiles of partners they have dated in the past and this may result in emotional distress, especially on the realization that there are no possibilities of going back together (Smith & Duggan, 2013).   
In conclusion, online dating is a tactic preferred by many in the context of relationship building. Through it, some people have found long-lasting relationships some of which have led to marriage. The internet provides several platforms for the dating activities and these extend to the social networking sites, such as Facebook or Twitter, where individuals explore the profiles of potential partners to gain a clue of who they are. Despite the many positive impacts of online dating, there are negative experiences, particularly where one fails to get the attributes he or she expected. Some individuals go to an extent of blocking such partners and deleting photos taken during their face-to-face interactions and which were posted in their respective social networking sites. An exploration of the profile of partners that one dated at some point may also result in emotional distress.











References
Finkel, E. J., Eastwick, P. W., Karney, B. R., Reis, H. T. & Sprecher, S. (2012). Online dating: A critical analysis from the perspective of psychological science. Psychological Science in the Public Interest, 20(10), 1-64. Doi: 10.1177/1529100612436522.
Smith, A. & Duggan, M. (2013). Online dating and relationships. Washington DC: Pew Research Center Internet and American Life Project. Retrieved from http://www.pewinternet.org/files/old-media/Files/Reports/2013/PIP_Online%20Dating%202013.pdf
     
  	
