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Comparison of Walton’s and Koch Families
Walton's Family is the richest in the United States of America. The family controls the largest Ironclad retailer company in the world. With seven heirs, Sam Walton and James own more than a half of the company's stock. Walmart, the source of the family's wealth was founded in 1962. Today, the retailer giant is the biggest business in the United States with $482 billion sales. The Walton's family are worth $149 billion (International Business times). 
Koch Family is valued at $86 billion (International Business times). The company that led to family’s wealth was founded in 1925.Unlike the Walton family, Koch Family wealth is from diversified sources. Frederick and William Koch, the founders, cashed $800 million in 1983 out of the family business. As such, they gained entry into management. Therefore, the other siblings, David and Charles were able to reign the company. Today the company is the second largest private company after Cargill. The company has $100 billion sales compared to $482 billion for Walton's family. 
Koch brothers have been linked to political influence. The two brothers, Charles and David, aged 78 and 74 respectively have been involved indirectly in the politics. The two were involved in the creation of the nonprofit network group which controls the millions of dollars directed into politics (Media Matters). The brothers have been known to relentlessly tried to influence the reduction of regulation, promoting Republican candidates and advancement of libertarian ideas. On the contrary, Walton Family contributions are channeled through the Walton Family Foundation. Being the 22nd largest foundation in the in the United States, the company foundation has over $2.2 billion assets (Sourcewatch). The foundation is one of the most known foundations in philanthropy. In 2009, the foundation was the eighth largest foundation with $360 million contributions. 
Koch brothers have relatively higher endowment as compared to Walton family. Despite the large amount of the wealth of the company, Walton's family foundation endowment is relatively small. Even if Walton's family is rich than that of Koch, the endowment for Koch family could be more. As compared to other giving foundations like that of Bill Gates, Walton's family performs badly since it has only $2.3 billion endowment which is only 2.4% of the total wealth of the family (walmart1percent). 1
Several wealthiest families in the United States have stated publicly about the commitments which would lead to giving more than half the total wealth to philanthropy. In spite of the giving pledge, began by Warren Buffet and Melinda Gates, no statements from both Walton and Koch families making such pledges. None of the Walton family members have been known as a real philanthropist. Koch family has been known to control making of policies across the United States. Koch controls one of the biggest political parties that are Americans for Prosperity. As opposed to Walton's family involvement in giving, Koch family has been involved more in politics rather than philanthropy (Confessore, Nicholas).
In conclusion, Walton family has been involved in funding philanthropy as compared to Koch Family who have been into political movements as well as influence. In spite of a large amount of money offered to the foundations, the motive of the founders is influencing the politics and the areas surrounding oil industry where Koch family has a large market share. Overall, the influence and contribution of the two families differ especially because of Koch family political interest.
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