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Dog Whistle Politics Book Summary
America has witnessed a sharp increase in the income inequality gap over the past few decades where most scholars and professionals have given various explanations and reasons behind the gap. Many of these explanations and reasons have focused on political and social issues that have focused on the affluence of the working and middle-class Americans to vote in opposite of their interests. Despite all this, the income inequality is greatly racial in nature yet few scholars and professionals have focused on racial analysis in explaining the issue of income inequality. Ian Haney Lopez’s book offers a fresh story of how plutocrats and politicians disguised racial appeals to urge white voters to endorse policies and laws that favor the most wealthy in society, however putting at stake their own interests. The “Dog Whistling” terms means a coded racial pomposity illustrates how politicians and other institutions used intense wealth to control racial appeals as a means of winning election or votes as well as winning support for degenerating policies (Haney-López 17). The regressive policies that are supported through coded racial disguise help only the super-rich and corporations in a process that is meant to destroy the middle class. Lopez illustrates how dog whistling politics has used racial disguise to explain the increased equality witnessed in America in the past five decades and five presidential elections. Dog whistling has now become a universal term in the American political arena that describes the coded racial signals distributed to specific constituents or voters that only the voters can understand the signals or messages. This is the same manner that applies to dogs as they are the only ones that can hear a dog whistle. 
Lopez’s book is organized and written in a chronologically structure covering how politicians have been using dog whistling racial political demagoguery since the 1960 up to date. The first chapter focuses on the foundation of the racial demagoguery through the Southern strategy established in the Richard Nixon election. The first forms of dog whistling racial politics was first established by George Wallace, the governor of Alabama in the 1960s who began a new form of structural racism that preyed on the insecurities of white voters to create a new form of acceptable but disguised racism. This was further developed into another racial strategy through Goldwater and finally came to be adopted by Richard Nixon. Richard Nixon claimed that he would restore law and order if voted president and his main motivation for the remarks were the heightened racial struggles in the South (Haney-López 26). African American civil rights groups and leaders were portrayed as law breakers who were not fighting for an ideal cause of racial equality, but law breakers who deserve to be punished and confined to jails. Political parties also transformed in the racial disguise with republicans becoming increasingly white voters. This led to the southern strategy that was a representation of republicans as a white party while the democrats as the party for minorities. Lopez continues on how the 1960s formed a reinforced strategic racism that utilized racial divisions to chase individual politician’s interests. 
Lopez focuses on how numerous politicians in the past five decades have used racial disguise for their own interest and at the sake of the interests of the middle class. Ronald Regan utilized racial issues to directly influence the liberal government. His presidency agreed with the conservative promotion of colorblindness, which was a means of encouraging Americans to overlook or avoid race as the best solution racial problems. Lopez notes Regan to be a master at the game of dog whistling politics where he used the social welfare system to create a racially coded message among white voters. Regan told stories of fraudulently welfare queens who were illustrated to be blacks who used fake names and social number to gain fraudulent food stamps and other welfare support. This tended to portray dog whistling by creating and sending a racially coded message, which only the whites could understand.  Lopez continues to explore two of the major evolutions in the use of dog whistling politics when it moved from the republicans and found its use among democrats including Bill Clinton and George Bush. During these times the racial coded messages were taken a notch higher when race became more coded in hidden messages and ideologies. From the period of Clinton and Bush, it is clear that the Latino and Hispanics were highly regarded as illegal immigrant in the U.S. Clinton increasingly used the immigration reforms and the increased loss of jobs to illegal immigrants as an effective strategy of dog whistling through racial-incited ideologies (Haney-López 126). The same occurred during the Bush administration when it became apparent that the U.S was under increased security threat from terrorist. This created the image of Muslims as terrorist, which tends to motivate whites in voting for the president advocating for such a cause.  African Americans are now viewed as a threat to most whites in terms of supremacy. The book offers considerable depth in illustrating how politicians have used racial stereotypes to justify their political ambitions. 
One of the main features of the book is how all this time politicians have managed to develop racially coded politics through a culture that toughly denounces racism. Almost all presidents in the past few decades condemned racism and called for racial acceptance, but all the political strategies, messages, and policies were motivated and/or influenced by differences in race. In all this time, Lopez has focused on analyzing whites who are the majority and the main audience for dog whistling politics. This is because for the last five decades, politics has followed a racially coded system that has never been explained in an explicit manner than by Lopez. Lopez continues to illustrate the recent presidential elections and the manner in which dog whistling politics plays a role in contemporary politics. The Republican Party candidate Mitt Romney is an example where 88% of the republican votes came from whites. This illustrate that even modern politics is still racially coded and may not change in the near future (Haney-López 176). Lopez also focuses on the Obama presidency where he believes that Obama attempts to side-step from the cycle of dog whistling yet it reinforces the political strategy. One example is where racists or white racists query Obama’s use of the teleprompter as a way of questioning the African American intelligence to reinforce their white supremacy (Haney-López 192). 
Lopez concludes with numerous chapters on how the use of dog whistle politics has wrecked the middle class. Through the disguised use of race, most white voters have voted for the interest of individuals while their economic and social interests are left unattended. This has led to the increased concentration of economic gains to the few wealth individuals and corporations leaving the middle class lagging behind the economic gap. Moreover, Lopez warns that the book is an explanation of why race is important first and foremost. It seeks to illustrate the underlying driver of political strategies as well as outcomes. Lopez is not shy to declare that for progress to be made, the issues of colorblindness must be eliminated. Avoiding racial issues as a solution to racism is not the solution based on Lopez. The book also covers how the middle class Americans mostly whites have traded their economic freedom for racially-incited regressive policies. The new deal liberalism has seen the middle class sacrifice economic development and empowerment for individual gains. The book recommends addressing race related issues, which can be done by removing the aspect of colorblindness.  
In conclusion, Lopez’s book offers a comprehensive account of how race has been disguised as a political strategy in the past few decades. . Ian Haney Lopez’s book explains a fresh story of how tycoons and politicians camouflaged racial appeals to urge white voters to endorse policies and laws that favor the most wealthy in society, however putting at stake their own interests. Politicians have misled the middle class to vote on the lines of disguised racial issues that have seen their personal interests succeed over the interests of the middles class. Moreover, the book tells of the historical and political development of the dog whistling racial politics that changed with each presidential election. Lopez offers a powerful and insightful account of how race has played an underground role in American politics in the past five decades. 
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