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Abstract
The aim of this essay was to find out about the life of Charles Manson, the serial killer. It emerges that Charles Manson had a challenging childhood, whereby his mother moved him to different families. In school, Manson struggled to fit in and he would engage and would eventually engage in petty theft. Manson engaged in petty thefts and break in activities that saw him in prison and several rehabilitation schools. Through manipulation, Manson learned how manipulate prostitutes, which he later recruited, and used them to carry out heinous acts, such as murders, on his behalf. Eventually, his recruits were responsible for the murder of several prominent people, and it appeared that Manson derived joy in manipulating others. He convinced George Spahn, a ranch-owner, to allow his use the ranch. Manson used this ranch to brainwash his followers so that they can carry out murders on his behalf. 
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Serial Killer-The Life of Charles Manson
Early life
Charles Manson was born in 1934 as a child of a teenage mother and a con man father (Altman, 2015). His mother, Kathleen Maddox had suffered extreme experiences in her young life ranging from the death of her father and sister, Charlie and Aileene. Charlie’s death left the family without a breadwinner and Nancy (Charlie’s widow) had to strive to provide for the three children, now that the father was gone. During this time, Nancy had already become a devout Christian, and she ensured that her family subscribed to strict religious rules. Kathleen was a teenage girl that was showing a keen interest in dancing and she thus rose to become a teenage rebel. Kathleen decided to seek better opportunities in Ironton across the border in Ohio (Altman, 2015). Her decision to cross the border was based on her desire to dance and the fear that she would quickly be reported to her mother if found dancing, had she continued to stay in Ashland because of its small size (Guinn, 2014). Thus, Kathleen decided to go to Ironton because of its large size and its cultured population which provided the exciting nightlife that Kathleen desired (Altman, 2015). 
One night while dancing in Ironton, Kathleen met a young married man, twenty-three years old; whose name was Colonel Scott. It emerged that Colonel Scott was a con artist, but Kathleen was blinded by his charm so much that she constantly went back to Ironton just to meet him (Guinn, 2014). A few months later, Kathleen fell pregnant. When she informed Scott about her new condition, he feigned a business trip overseas and left her. Thus, Kathleen was left by Scott as a pregnant fifteen-year-old girl, and this was a confusing time for her. She panicked at the thought that her child would not know her father. The thought of her son growing up fatherless drove Kathleen to the edge, and she sought for Scott’s replacement. It is during this time that she found William Manson and her newborn son carried the stepfather’s name, Manson (Altman, 2015). However, Kathleen had a problem of trying to be a mother and a teenager at the same time, and this caused a strain on their union. Kathleen continued her nightlife activities even though she had now become a mother. Kathleen was leaving baby Charles at home, sometimes for days, and he resented these behaviors, which he termed as immature (Altman, 2015). Eventually, William Manson got tired of Kathleen’s activities, and he divorced her. Kathleen was thus left with baby Charles, who was now two years old, and they were homeless. To survive, they stayed sporadically with diverse family members. 
Manson’s manipulation tactics
At school, Charles Manson neither paid attention to teachers nor academic matters (Guinn, 2014). On the contrary, he spent most of his time manipulating other students to carry out his desires without his direct participation in the activities. Not only did Manson manipulate other students, but he also came to manipulate people even in adulthood. Through manipulation, Manson quickly convinced people to kill on his behalf (Health Psychology Consultancy, 2012). Through his sociopathic ways, Manson had designed a method where he would avoid being directly associated with heinous acts such as killing by entrusting such deeds to his associates. 
While growing up and on the several stints that he served in jail, Manson learned the art of manipulation. Manson engaged in petty thefts and break in activities that saw him in prison and several rehabilitation schools (Guinn, 2014). As an adult, Manson mostly relied on prostitution to take advantage of prostitute’s emotions and use them to his advantage. After coming to Haight, Manson designed a way to manipulate the minds of people by presenting himself as a counter-culture proponent (Guinn, 2014). Manson devised that he could bring his guitar when he visited the streets to preach an anti-consumption ideology and the materialism myth. However, the level of competition from other preachers was extremely high, and Manson also thought that the audience following these preachers could not be entrusted with loyalty. Manson deduced that for his deeds to succeed, he must isolate his followers from the rest of the counter-cultural association.  Manson’s desire to recruit was indirectly linked to his adoration of the music group, the Beatles (Guinn, 2014). Manson had seen the fan base that the Beatles commanded and the respect they earned from their fans.
The recruitment and control
 Growing up, Manson had always fantasized being adored and commanding a huge following. Therefore, the idea to recruit followers was aimed at eventually having an enormous and loyal following. This desire explains why Manson hired Tex Watson, Linda Kasabian, Patricia Krenwinkel, and Sadie Atkins to kill on his behalf. The fact that Manson used others to kill on his behalf clearly shows the exertion of power (Health Psychology Consultancy, 2012). Manson had always wanted to exert power and control over people. Manson believed that by controlling people, he could make them do anything he wanted. The urge to assert and exercise control over people was also evident when Manson, at a tender age, sodomized another boy and yet he denied being gay. The sodomizing deed was only meant to assert control over another human being (Health Psychology Consultancy, 2012). Similarly, the need to assert control over people led Manson to recruit followers to the Manson family and to manipulate them to kill. The recruits are responsible for murders such as the Hinman murder case, that of Sharon Tate, a famous actress, and Leno LaBianca, a supermarket executive. 
Manson believed in asserting total control over his followers, and he could do anything to ensure that he attained that power. He opted for Spahn Ranch because of its proximity to Simi Valley, a popular place for the filming of Western movies. Manson used his manipulation tactics to convince George Spahn, the ranch’s owner to permit the Manson family to stay there (Altman, 2015). The ranch provided Manson with the necessary seclusion to assert ultimate control over the Manson family (which comprised of eighteen members). In this secluded place, Manson could ensure the family had access to psychedelic drugs. Since Manson always hid under the counter-cultural ideology and the application of experimental drugs was promoted by the counter-cultural following; he was happy to encourage drug use in the family. 
In their drug-stimulated state, the Manson family was vulnerable, and Manson used this opportunity to instill his ideas to them. Manson used the family members in their drug-stimulated state to brainwash them and manipulate them to carry out the murders that they did on his behalf (Health Psychology Consultancy, 2012). The followers were just carrying out activities of their beloved leader (Zennie, 2013). Manson had manipulated the members to the extent they lost all their fears. The members could not be frightened by even death, and they had been convinced that by doing away with their fears, they were totally free. Manson was cunning to the extent that he could use selective lyrics from favorite bands and Bible passages to convince the family members that the messages contained therein were dedicated to the members (Altman, 2015). 
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