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1. Mathew 5: 43-48
a) What was Jesus’ point in the teaching? 
In this verse, Jesus emphasizes the need to love and be good to our enemies. He says that God, our Father, does not choose whoever gets His grace among the good and evil but His grace is experienced by everyone. By loving our friends, neighbors, and relatives, we are just being good to ourselves and there is no reward. However, loving our enemies manifests sacrifice and selflessness which are key elements of perfection in the eyes of our Father. 
b) What sort of relevance does this teaching have for other worldviews?
This verse is relevant to other worldviews as it depicts Christianity as one means through which selflessness can be practiced. The verse illustrates that loving our neighbors and greeting those who we love are things that are done by every other person, including the evil and unrighteousness. Loving one’s enemies is a special endeavor and one that is not sought after by everyone but the chosen few. By doing so, Christians illustrate the virtues of kindness and selflessness. This way they can be the reference point when others talk of perfection and harmonious co-existence.  

c) What does this teaching reveal about Jesus?
By reading this verse, one gets the view that Jesus was a conciliator. He was also selfless and kind and wanted to inculcate similar virtues in the Christian’s way of life. He was concerned with peaceful co-existence among God’s people. His emphasis on love for the enemy depicts the need to forgive and forget and live with others as if nothing happened. By emphasizing the way of life of the tax collectors and pagans, Jesus wanted to create a benchmark on which one could judge his or her actions and realize the areas where the need for perfection was great. 
2. Identify at least one claim that Jesus made about His nature and/or the purpose of His ministry. What is the significance of this claim?  
Mathew 9: 9-13
In these verses, Jesus claims to be the physician of the sinners. He adds that mercy leads Him to calling the sinners rather than the righteousness. From these statements, one learns that the ministry of Jesus was founded on the salvation for the sinners. It is for this reason that he called Mathew, a tax collector, to follow Him and later dined with him together with other sinners leading to complaints among the Pharisees. This depicts the power of Jesus to transform (Copeland). Due to His mercy, Jesus called the sinners, forgave their sins, and used them in transforming other sinners. Mathew was called, forgiven, and then converted into a disciple who would later call others into God’s kingdom and have them transformed just like him. The relevance of Jesus claims in the contemporary context of Christianity is that they sensitize Christians to be merciful to others, forgive the wrongdoers, and accept them into christinity. Christians are also required to transform the sinners by modeling behavior and virtues that God requires of His people.
3. How would you answer Jesus’ question, “But who do you say that I am?” Describe your own beliefs about Jesus.
The disciples of Jesus had been with Him for quite some time. They followed Him in various places, heard Him preach to the multitudes, saw Him heal the sick and raise the dead, and perform miracles, among other things. However, they were not in a position to describe who He was despite all these experiences. Peter was the only one who spoke up and called Him Christ, the Messiah and son of God after the other disciples gave all kinds of answers about people’s description of Jesus. As for me, I believe Jesus is the son of God and savior in my life. He leads me through my troubles and tribulations and saves me from danger and other kinds of misfortunes. It is due to His mercy that He died on the cross to save me and other sinners. He modeled the way for everyone from children to the old. His wise counsel as depicted in the Bible and the proof that he could do great things is manifested in various ways in the modern context. He is visible in the occurrences of our daily lives and though people fail to see His wonders at times, I believe He works in marvelous ways. My belief is sometimes direct or indirect. An indirect exclamation of Jesus comes, sometimes unconsciously, when I realize a danger or misfortune that was about to occur but failed. My direct belief aligns to my reflections about life. When I think about the far I have come in various endeavors, I see Jesus. When I think of the life ahead, I entrust it to Him.       
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