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Essay Assignment
Fall 2016

Choose one of the following pairs of works of art or architecture:

a. The Pantheon in Rome / the Cathedral of Chartres, France;
b. Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem / Palatine Chapel in Palermo, Italy (Sicily).
c. The mosaic depicting Justinian I in the Church of San Vitale in Ravenna, Italy / Ambrogio Lorenzetti’s fresco depicting the Allegory of Good Government in the Palazzo Pubblico in Siena, Italy.

In roughly six to eight pages (not including the bibliography), compare and contrast the two items you have chosen. In doing so you should touch on the following points:
· When and where was it made?
· Why was it made, and for whom?
· What was the historical context? In other words, what was happening at the time that may have affected the decision to create the work, or may have had an influence on the way it was made?
· What did it mean to its intended audience? What message would they have understood from it, and how was that message conveyed (i.e. through symbols, style, medium, etc.)?
· What does it tell us about the society that made it?

You should then explain the similarities or differences between the two items you have chosen. The similarities may be similarities of purpose or message, rather than visual or superficial similarities.

Note regarding choice “b”: there are two important historical buildings known as the “Palatine Chapel.” One is located in Aachen, Germany, the other in Palermo, Italy. The assignment concerns the one in Palermo. 

