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Essay Guidelines

Your essays should be six to eight double-spaced pages in length, not including a title page and/or bibliography. I expect papers to be written clearly and to be well-organized. Therefore, proper punctuation and correct spelling are essential. I also expect papers to contain a clear introduction in which you state your thesis and a conclusion that summarizes your main points.
Unlike the commentaries on the reading assignments, the essays are to be considered formal writing assignments. In other words, you should adopt a serious, objective tone and provide examples where possible to illustrate your points. It is also crucial that you cite your sources. Technically, any string of five or more words borrowed from another source should be placed in quotation marks and the source cited in a footnote or endnote. Quotations of more than three lines of text should be separated from the main body of the text by changing the line spacing and margins of the quoted text. Footnotes or endnotes must be included in the paper uploaded to the course dropbox.
Each of the topics you will be asked to choose from is based on a comparison between two things. I expect some description of the items as well as some historical contextualization. The bulk of your paper should be devoted, though, to explaining the meaning of the two things being compared (In other words, what was the maker of the thing trying to communicate to those who would have first seen it, and how? What does it tell us about the society that produced it, or the mentality that shaped it?), along with a discussion of the similarities and differences between them. Such contrasts may regard a similarity in style, but a difference in meaning; a similarity of meaning, but conveyed in a different way, etc.




When citing works in footnotes or endnotes to your papers please do so in the following manner:

Book:
Jerry H. Bentley, Old World Encounters (New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1963) p. 45.

Article in a Collection of Essays:
Gabrielle Spiegel, “History and post-modernism,” in The Postmodern History Reader, ed. Keith Jenkins (London and New York: Routledge, 1997) p. 257.

Article in a Scholarly Journal:
Denise S. Spooner, “A New Perspective on the Dream: Midwestern Images of Southern California in the Post-World War II Decades,” California History, 76, no. 1 (Spring 1997) p. 65.

Article in a Reference Work:
Dictionary of the History of Ideas, s. v. “Historiography,” by Herbert Butterfield, p. 543.

Web Site:
Joseph C. Miller, “History and Africa / Africa and History” http://www.ecu.edu/African/seras/jmahapa.htm (accessed 23 November 2011).

