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Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem / Palatine Chapel in Palermo, Italy 
Currently, very few historical structures exist especially in their original form. Most of these historical structures carry a lot of meaning as to the historic periods and people during the time they were constructed. The following paper aims at analyzing and comparing the historical significance, message, and society between the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem and the Palatine Chapel in Palermo, Italy. These two iconic works of history are closely tied to both political and religious influences in terms of their construction. Moreover, they also represent a time in history where religious struggles played a crucial role in society and shaping of the world. Each structure has a historic significance and illustrates some differences as well as similarities. Both structures were constructed during the First Muslim Era between 638-1099 CE. 
The Dome of Rock is a temple built in the first century B.C.E and was completed around 691 CE. The original temple collapsed in 1061 and was reconstructed in 1021 (Clark 4). The Dome of Rock was built in now what Temple Mount in the Old City of Jerusalem, which currently in Israel. The temple is considered as one of the fundamental existing works of Islamic architecture and religion. The Dome of the Rock designed and engineered by a Muslim theologian named Raja ibn Haywah and a non-Muslim named Yazid ibn Salam (Clark 4). However, the temple was constructed under the orders of Umayyad Caliph Abd al-Malik who was the second ruler of the Muslim nation after Muslims conquered Jerusalem at the beginning of the Islamic religion (Clark 4). The main reason the Dome of the Rock was built is for religious purposes. The Temple Mount is believed to be the Holy place or mountain where all religions of the past before its construction found great religious significance. The site of the temple is believed to the place where Islamic Prophet Mohammed went on the night journey to the Kingdom of God with Angle Gabriel. Moreover, Muslims also placed great religious significance in the site since it was considered to be where Abraham attempted to sacrifice his son and the Muslim religion strongly believes that Abraham was the first Muslim prophet.  In comparison, the Palatine Chapel or Cappella Palatine is an imperial Chapel that was constructed in 1132 at the Royal Palace located in the historical Palermo town in Sothern Italy of Sicily (Agnello 410). The Palatine Chapel was commissioned by Roger II who was the king of Sicily since 1130 and was also known to be the patron of the Chapel. The chapel was built for religious purposes as King Roger II dedicated the church to Saint Peter, the Prince of Apostles is a letter signed by him around 1140 (Agnello 466). Roger II was a Christian and was firmly a Roman Catholic who dedicated the Chapel for religious leaders. This carries a lot of significance to the development of the chapel, but also has some political attachments. This is because Roger II demanded the chapel be built within the Royal Palace in Palermo as a sign of his royalty and anointment from God. 
Both these temples were developed during the First Era of the Muslim religions and its followers. Nonetheless, each was developed under different historical contexts. The Dome of Rock was developed in Mount Moriah where most of the holiest prophets from Christianity, Jews, and Muslims are believed to have had a great and grand relation to God. There is still belief that the site where the Dome of the Rock stands was the first place that God created on earth. The first temple to be built in the Old Jerusalem was by King Solomon after his father King David had conquered Jerusalem and declared it the capital city of the Jews (O'Shea 44). Babylonians then later destroyed the first temple built by Solomon, which was also believed to be constructed in the around the Temple Mount of the Old City of Jerusalem. The Roman would later in history recapture Jerusalem and under King Herod, the second temple was built in the Old City of Jerusalem near the Temple Mount. The era of King Herod saw the crucifixion of Jesus Christ who was a Jew. After this happened, the Romans destroyed the second Jewish temple that was located in the same site as the Dome of Rock. Shortly after this the Byzantine Christians recaptured Jerusalem. Jerusalem was later captured by the first Muslim dynasties after the Caliph Omar entered Jerusalem (O'Shea 66). This ensured that the city or kingdom was governed under the Umayyad Dynasty. During this time, the Muslim religion and its followers were undertaking the Muslim conquest, which was a quest to spread the Islamic religion by conquering neighboring kingdoms. The Muslim conquest began four years after Muhammad died and the ultimate defeat of Jerusalem was in 637 where the Caliph Umar ordered the construction of a mosque right where the two Jewish temples had been constructed but destroyed (Clark 225).  During the conquest, the Jews and Christians were allowed to live under the protection of the Muslims while they paid taxes as part of a negotiated agreement. They were also allowed the freedom of worship. Later, the son of Caliph Umar, Abd al-Malik ordered the construction of the Dome of the Rock, which was considered by Jews as a revelation of prophesy (Clark 224). This is because all the major temples built in that location were developed by Jews from David to Solomon and it was said again new temple would be rebuilt. 
In contrast, the Palatine Chapel in Palermo was developed during the same conquest of Muslims. Muslims had invaded Sicily and eventually took control over Palermo in 831CE. This made Palermo the capital city of the new Muslim province. Nonetheless, the reign of Muslim political power and influence was reinforced as in Jerusalem. This is because, Muslims did not entirely conquer Sicily following few years of power, and they received increased rebellions especially in Palermo (Nicolle 47). By the 1130s, the Normans specifically Robert “il Guis-caardo” with his brother Count Roger occupied Palermo after defeating the Muslims (Agnello 430). The Normans or the two brothers immediately began to construct their Royal Palace in Palermo where the Palatine Chapel was developed later.  The palace was built on the remnants of a Muslim fortress. Nonetheless, the construction was not to take place until later. Sicily was mainly occupied by Roman Catholics, but there also existed Muslims, Byzantine, and Jews. Following the death of Pope Honorius in Rome, Italy, the Son of Roger the Norman King, Roger II was declared King of Sicily by the Latin Pope Anacletus the Second in 1130 (Agnello 430). It was through his appointment that he resulted in the commissioning of the Palatine Chapel in honor of God and dedication to St. Peters the Apostle. The chapel represents a historical period where different culture based on religious affiliation co-existed peacefully in Sicily. This illustrates even the reason why the architecture of the Chapel is multi-cultural.
Both of the temples or historical structures illustrate increased multi-cultural and multi-religious symbols, meanings, and designs. The Dome of the Rock was meant for a multi-cultural audience that includes the Muslims, Byzantine, and Jewish religion and its people.  Although it was constructed under the orders of a Muslim ruler, much of its design and decorations were borrowed from other religions and cultures. It is first clear that the Dome on the aedicule of temple represents similar domes on Christian temples during that time. Another feature borrowed from the Christian religion and culture was the marble and mosaic facings that were common in Christian sacred places (Clark 225). Moreover, even the architects were also not all Muslims. Clark argues that the Dome of Rome was decorated using existing Byzantine-Christian biblical and symbolic connotations to intensely strength the religion of Islam in the sacred city of Jerusalem (255). This was meant to send a message and a concept that the Islamic religion was an extension of the other religions and it was the final competition of former monotheistic religions. Even the references of the first Jewish Temple built by King Solomon of beautiful trees and jewels are engraved on the outer octagon of the Dome of the Rock. Another example is the decorations on the surface drums that feature breastplates, jewels, and crown that were believed to illustrate royal power in Sasanid Persia and Byzantium. The main message was to illustrate that all kingdoms and royal people had turned to Islam as their religion. 
In contrast, the Palatine Chapel was also built with a mixture of Islamic, Byzantine, and Nomadic cultures (Nicolle 49). However, the main message was totally different from that of the Dome of the Rock. This is because the Palatine Chapel was developed by a Roman Catholic or a Christian king. The main purpose of the temple was aimed at honoring the Christian religion by building a place of worship for Christians especially as a dedication to St. Peter the apostle who suffered while spreading the word of God. The use of mosaics is prevalent in the design of the chapel, which is believed to be linked to Byzantine architects. The chapel mosaics are symbolic in numerous ways that they portray the Christian way of life or religion. The Roman Catholic Church is well represented with all the mosaic figures of the five saints. The Islamic religion and culture is also documented by the use of Muqarnas, which are Arabic architecture (Agnello 436). The main message was illustrating the development of a new world with diverse religion, but the King’s true religion would be expressed openly with embrace to diversity in Sicily. Therefore, the Chapel was not a declaration of people to join a new religion, just reaffirming that the religion remained strong.  
In conclusion, there are numerous differences that are in terms of significance and symbols or features. For instance, the Dome of Rock does not have any mosaics of humans or animals, which is in line with the teachings of the Quran. The temple was developed with abstract mosaic figures that were borrowed from different cultures. In comparison, the Palatine chapel featured images of humans including the image of Christ among numerous saints identified in the Roman and Christian faiths. Moreover, the main significance of building the Dome of the Rock was based on the need to establish a strong significance to the establishment of the new Islamic religion. This is because, Islam was a new religion and most people never believed it was a true or worthy religion. The main reason why Muslims, Christians, and Jew were able to exist under the rule of the Muslim is because they never card who ruled as long as they were protected and given the freedom to worship. However, the Palatine Chapel was only a means of restoring the religious dominance of the Christian religion rather than developing a wholly new religion. The Dome of the Rock was designed under the Islamic supervision, but utilized different designs and cultures to enable people to relate to their past religions. Moreover, its sight on the Tempe Mount represents the Islamic religion justification of being the last of the prevision religions. All in all, the Dome of the Rock and the Palatine Chapel offers some of the best historical standing structures tracking the early year of Islamic religion. These structures apply almost an identical strategy borrowed from diverse cultures, but are constructed to offer different meanings as well as represents different significances. 
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