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Critical Areas in Writing and the Research Process
One of the most important undertakings in the research process is the literature review. This emerges as a key area in writing a research paper because it acts as the benchmark on which the objectives of the research are set. Through literature review, the researcher is exposed to information of other scholars and researchers thus enabling him or her to realize the gaps that need to be filled in the research process. Again, the researcher learns about the methodologies utilized by other researchers in a similar topic and this enables him or her to decide on the most appropriate method to use for his or her research topic. The most important justification for undertaking a literature review is to place one’s research topic in the context of other research projects undertaken in the same area to avoid replication of what others have done in the past (Labaree, 2009). The implication is that a researcher is in a position to devise new objectives or methodologies that will enable him or her create new knowledge in alignment with the topic under study.
Another important aspect in writing or undertaking research is critical thinking. In undertaking the literature review, one is required to interpret information from various sources in order to find meaning and apply the same in one’s research. Critical thinking is needed in synthesizing information and choosing the most appropriate content to include in one’s writing. Originality is highly emphasized in academic writing and the research process and this can only be formalized through critical thinking. While the literature review enables one to have a clue of what to do next in the research process, devising the objectives and aligning them to the topic under consideration requires one to be creative as the entire research process has to offer new knowledge and not rely solely on what is contained in other scholars’ works (Donnelly & Fitzmaurice, 2011).  
Donnelly, R. & Fitzmaurice, M. (2011). Crucial connections: An exploration of critical thinking and scholarly writing. In C. Hovarth & J. Forte (eds.) Critical thinking (p.159-174). New York: Nova Science Publishers. 
Labaree, R. V. (2009). Organizing your social sciences research: The literature review. University of Southern California. Retrieved from http://libguides.usc.edu 
