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HIPAA Security and Privacy Violations
All the cases examples in the Office of Civil Rights (OCR) Enforcement Activities and Results website involve some lack of knowledge among medical practitioners on what should happen in a specific situation. As such, the procedures for the correction of each violation entail the inclusion of health facilities’ employees as a way of ensuring that everyone knows what to do in the future when faced with a similar challenge. Again, there must be a new element added to each corrective procedure in a bid to ensure clarity.  For instance, in a case involving an employee’s disclosure of a patient’s information via telephone messages, OCR and the health facility involved stipulated minimum content for disclosure and caution on contacts given by the patient. These elements were inexistent in the health facility’s privacy guidelines.  The difference in these cases lies in the resolution suggested by OCR investigators and the practices put in place to deal with the issues of concern. All the cases read for this task involved both the security and privacy violations. For instance, a case involving exposure of a HIV patient’s information on a computer screen makes the patient feel under threat through exposure of personal and sensitive information. My impression of these cases and their resolution is that health facilities have to remind their staff about the rules and procedures of ensuring security and privacy for patient’s information. Most of the occurrences are due to the negligence of these facilities in training their staff about the matters of concern.
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