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“A Rose For Emily” Discussion Question 5, page 47
Emily Grierson’s house and neighborhood in William Faulkner’s “A Rose For Emily” are important symbols of the mysterious Miss Emily. They are an extension of the person and character of Emily Grierson. The manner in which the narrator describes them enables the reader to understand her character as a lonely, mysterious, unlikable individual who is unable to change and is a burden to society.
The house is a monument that stands in isolation, and a further reading shows that its inhabitant, Miss Emily, is just as isolated. The narrator says that the once white “big squarish frame house” (Faulkner 39) is the only one left remaining amongst gasoline pumps and cotton wagons. This shows the owners refusal to change with the changing times. Like her isolated house, she lives in isolation away from people and the real world (Faulkner 39).
The house is a mystery to many. This comes out in the narrator’s note that upon Emily’s death, the women attended the funeral “out of a curiosity to see the inside of her house” (Faulkner 39). She is just like her house; no one knows the real her or what goes on inside her house, heart or mind. People are curious about her, and that is why the narrator refers to her as a monument and a tradition.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Grierson’s house is slowly decaying, and no one cares to care for it. It has become an “eyesore among eyesores” and is a burden to its owner who besides it was left penniless (Faulkner 39). It shows the owner’s inability to accept change and stay locked in the past. Although the people of Jefferson are disturbed by it, Emily does not. The don’t-care character in her is evidenced here. Apparently, understanding the narrator’s description of the Grierson house and surrounding neighborhood enables the reader to understand Emily’s character.
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